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*E„ Europe not a model for Arabs' 

MPSCAT (AP) — Oman's iatamsdoa minister said Tuesday that the 
Arab Grff states sapport the changes In Eastern Europe, but do not 
consider them a bl u epr in t for their own region. “In Eastern Europe, 
people have chosen their own way of We,** Minister Abdn) Aziz BezS 
M ohamma d Hong said in brief remarks to reporters. “Oar people are 
tribal- They are happy with their system.” Rowas was elaborating on 
twunmih made by Sultan Qaboos at the opening session Monday of a 
font-day s u mmit of the sm-mtiSon Golf Cooperation Council tGCQ. 
Qaboos said Che Gnjf states had to take advantage of changes fn the world 
to ensure a mc ai dn gftd role in world affaire. Rowas mid It was important 
for the Guff states to cotaribnte to the changes by airing their own views. 
Tuesday’s main session of the six leaders, sriiwInM for the afternoon, was 
poet p enc d until the evening. The turning* are being held at the A1 Boston 
pa lace hotel, bulk on a beach outside Muscat for the 19S5 sum m it here. 
Yousef Ben Aiawi, Oman’s m j nfatrr of state for fa rdgB affairs, said the 
leaden fetmed to rep or ts on nmneroos political issues in the evening 
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Badran presents programme to Parliament 

'Government freezes 
^martial law, tightens 

i corruption battle 



fj.. « 

S? -JBy Nermeen Murad 

• Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 
* - 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Modar Badran announced Tues- 
,e (tr day the government was freezing 
,T •" ^ martial jaw in tbe country ahead 
abolishing it, and pledged to 
pursue democratic change and 
jigto economic omies and cor- 
^^[rnption- ' 

^- Presenting,! ins government 
jj we it programme triffie Lower Home 
^ &al*, of Parliament; Badran, who took 
office Dec. 6, said the eovem- 
“tfj g,' mem would set up a constmition- 
■ andfo. al cooit and amend legislation to 
speed up the process of lifting 
pwfjjd law, which is in force in 
Ml the Kingdom since 1967. 

5fjgg ' fa' another measure seen by 
observers as a step towards lifting 
VCH fr immunity .from prosecution of 
omaaed^ h^h-ranking political and admi- 
y- jijjjg mstrafive officials, the prime 
0Q . r -minister said that, bis government 
h wooM annuI aH legislation which 
. “provide immunity to administra- 
Bcm ^ orc ^ ers against contest from 
_ ^ the judiciaiy.” 

.•onEfflJ government will cooper- 

; d J* ate.wth yopr council to uncover 
£QiL& tiic various facades of financial 
a jj corruption and will not tolerate 
l conation” or leniency, Badran 
villas J House, which is expected 

uJ to take a vote of confidence on 
A^Aanneot Do. 30. 

”* -In. another move seen as 
preempting corruption at high 
•iww ' eve ^ d** prime minister prom- 
.WBi fa] j^jgiatip,, that wotdd make 
it mandatory on all senior govern¬ 


ments to disclose their financial 
status. The disclosure, he said, 
will be made to a “certain author¬ 
ity to be named by law.” 

Every senior official wifi have 
to submit “a comprehensive and 
documented report on all his pos¬ 
sessions, and those ofhis wife and 
children, inchidwng real gyrate and 
liquid property, together with any 
change in the status of these 
possessions during his term in 
office/* Badran said. 

Badran responded favourably 
to calls that the House be allowed 
to participate in the drafting of 
the proposed national charter 
which His Majesty King Hussein 
announced in the speech from die 
Throne when he opened Parlia¬ 
ment Nov. 27. 

“The government will take 
whatever measures to execute 
this sublime mission with die 
cooperation of your council,” 
Badran told the House. 

Badran hi ghli ghted the import¬ 
ance of providing the judiciary 
system with “independence... im¬ 
munity and supreme standing.” 

Badran said the government 
was determined to establish the 
rules of reference to tbe judkiaxy 
alone “and to take the required 
steps to ensure speedy and com¬ 
petitive performances.” 

.Economy 

Badran said that his govern¬ 
ment would adopt several finan¬ 
cial and monetary policies along¬ 
side other economic action 


geared towards self-sufficiency is 
agricultural production and 
small-scale production by the pri¬ 
vate sector and spread the tax 
burden in a just manner among 
all categories of the society. 

Badran’s economic policy, 
according to the statement, will 
not deviate from the genual poli¬ 
cy adopted by die transitionary 
government of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker which was in power from 
April to November. 

Badran indirectly criticised the 
recession in the growth rate and 
in tbe volume of investment 
which he said resulted in the 
falling of die standard of living 
and per capita income. 

He said that this policy also 
resulted in the government mov¬ 
ing towards larger spending 
which fulminated in the accu¬ 
mulation of deficit in die general 
budget and depleted the govern¬ 
ment's foreign currency reserves 
and increased the volume of debt. 

Badran said that Ms govern¬ 
ment would continue in the foot¬ 
steps of Ben Shaker's govern¬ 
ment and “wifi develop this prog¬ 
ramme to become a comprehen¬ 
sive natio nal programme that wifi 
achieve more investment oppor¬ 
tunities and will improve die stan¬ 
dard of living of the citizens.” 

He said ins government would 
limit governmental borzowingr 
both internal and external, with 
the limitat ions of the general 
budget law. 

The p r e m ie r said that the gov¬ 
ernment would work towards en- 


Virtual martial law seen in many parts 

Hundreds reported 
killed in Romania 


BUDAPEST (Agencies) — 
Large parts of Romania were 
reported to be under virtual mar- 
JxaJ, law Tuesday following 
weekend dashes between demon- 
and armed security forces 
li hundreds of people may 
died. - 

Ro mania sealed all its bor- 
with the outride world, 
dan radio repotted that 
were continuing in die 
yfranian town of Timisoara, 
of what appears to have 
a- bloodbath when police 
oops fired on protesters, 
radio quoted a young 
with relatives working 
in Timisoara as saying 
died in one hospital 
and estimated the final toll 
to-400. 


“Hundreds are tying in the 
hospitals with terrible injuries, 
' bullet wounds, contusions, others 
crushed by tanks,” he said. 

Timisoara was said to be sealed 
off by tanks and armoured cars, 
and travellers reported height¬ 
ened military activity across the 
country. 

In the capital Bucharest, the 
airport was reported to be ringed 
with tanks, and in Brasov, central 
Romania, a Czechoslovak tourist 
sakf he saw swarms of helicop¬ 
ters. 

‘Tor me as a former soldier it 
looks like real martial law in 
Romania/’ a Bulgarian truck 
driver said at the border. 

“I saw hundreds of soldiers and 
others must have been mobilised 
because there were people with¬ 


out uniforms but wearing 
armbands and carrying automatic 
weapons.” 

The Soviet Union showed con¬ 
cern on Tuesday at the events in 
Romania and TASS said heavily 
armed troops and militia are pat¬ 
rolling die streets erf Bucharest. 

Moscow said restrictions wore 
in force on their common bender. 

Tension is high in the dty, 
TASS said. 

Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze said in Brussels he had 
“preliminary information about 
some unpleasant things that have 
happened there.” 

In a report from the Romanian 
capital, TASS said state institu¬ 
tions and factories were under 
intensified guard. 


banese minister says no 
ult to dislodge Aoun 
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— Informa- 
I Rizk Tues- 
the estimated one 
a inhabitants of tbe Christ- 
eardand that no military 
i was planned against rebel- 
leader Michel Aoun. 
would like to reassure our 
5 in east Beirut that no one 
hack them/* Rizk told a 
ice ai the seaside 
Hotel in west 

is an area taken bos- 
we are trying to save it 
tt threatening the lives of 
‘Sages,” he said. “We will 
peacefully.”. 

m commands 20,000 mainly 
soldiers controlling the 
enclave that comprises 
and the hinterland to 
zndnortheast. 
iave’s landward exits 
Syrian-held territory, 
rad their allies re¬ 
ap frontline posi- 
* mg fears they planned 
down oh Aoun. 
Maranite Catholic officer 
faig oiit at the presidential 
in the east. Band suburb 


He has refused to band over 
the palace to President EHas Hra- 
wi, who was elected cm Nov. 24 to 
implement an Arab League-bro¬ 
kered peace plan to end Leba¬ 
non’s 14-year-old dril war. 

Hrawi insists on ruling from the 
Baabda palace, the symbol of 
state authority. 

Aoun has rejected die acoord 
approved by parliament in Octo¬ 
ber, because it did not fix a 

timetable for a Syrian troop with¬ 
drawal from Lebanon. 

Syria, which has 40,000 troops 
in Lebanon under a 1976 Arab 
r flagne mandate, fought Aoun’s 
fences for'six months earlier this 
year before a ceasefire took bold 
m September. 

An Arab delegation has been 
granted an audience with Pope 
John Paul, who received a death- 

threat from an extremist group in 

Lebanon when a meeting could 
not be arranged last week, tbe 
Vatican said Tuesday. 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro-Vafis said the Pope 
would receive the four-member 
Arab delegation seeking to solve 
the Lebanese crisis Saturday. 

He said the delegation con¬ 


sisted of Arab League Deputy 
Secretary General Lakhdar Ibra- 
Mmi and foreign ministers of the 
league committee — Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Morocco and Algeria. 

After tbe committee failed to 
gam an audience with the Pope 
last week, an extremist group, the 
Organisation of Defending the 
Oppressed, issued a “death sent¬ 
ence” against the Pope. 

Navarro-Vails and Vatican 
sources wM tbe aocfieoce could 
not be arranged when the Arab 
mmmittw had requested it be¬ 
cause of previous papal commit¬ 
ments and the committee’s travel 
plans. 

The committee has launched a 
diplomatic drive to seek a solu¬ 
tion to the Lebanese crisis and 
has been trying to end the stand¬ 
off between Hrawi and Aoun. 

The Vatican has sot endorsed 
the league’s peace pact. 

Last August the Pope, who has 
often said he wants to visit Leba¬ 
non; accused Syria of wanting to 
destroy the country. 

Syria accused Aoun of prepar¬ 
ing for a new round of fighting 
Tnesdav and said Ms removal was 



vote 


an urgent necessity. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet government Tuesday easi¬ 
ly survived an unprecedented 
vote of no-confidence in tbe Con¬ 
gress of People’s Deputies, which 
was called for by deputies oppos¬ 
ing the government’s econoihic 
plans. 

The plan, proposed by Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, re¬ 
tains tiie strong central control of 
the economy that critics say has 
led to the country’s severe shor¬ 
tage of food and consumer goods. 
The plan was approved after tbe 
no-confidence vote failed. 

The congressional showdown 
left the normally cool Ryzhkov, 
60, with Ms voice cracking from 
emotion as he pleaded for dear- 
cut support of his economic 
package. 

“The congress should not avoid 
making an evaluation. It must 
exp r e s s its firm position: either to 
support the government's propos- 
als, of course considering the 
remarks made here, or some 
other formulation,” he told the 
| 2,250-member congress. 

After Ms appeal, the no-confi- 
| dence vote was rejected 199- 
1,685, with 99 abstentions. 

Critics say the plan does not go 
for enough to overhaul a plodding 
bureaucratic system and encour¬ 
age greater production and effi¬ 
ciency by embracing free-market 
mechanisms. 

Winding up the debate. Presi¬ 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev warned 
deputies that any attempt to 
amwid the proposals introduced 
by Ryzhkov would spell rejection 
of the whole programme. 

“Either yon support tbe prog¬ 
ramme or you amend it, which 
means you do not support it at 
all,” Gorbachev said. 

The first stage of Ryriikov’s 
six-year plan raTk for price re¬ 
form starting in 1991, more con¬ 
sumer goods and food produc¬ 
tion, and a big cut in the budget 
deficit by 1993. 

In the second stage, from 1993 
to 1995, there would be more 
moves towards a mark et-bas ed 
system in which die government 
would increasingly use prices, 
taxes, credit and investment to 
steer the economy. 


Price: Jordan 160 Bs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


King, Arafat discuss peace 
efforts, increased coordination 


Mttdar Badran 

forcing the independence of the 
Central Bank in order to secure 
its role in preserving monetary 
stability and stabilise the value of 
dinar as well as building up the 
national reserves of foreign cur¬ 
rency. 

Foreign policy 

Badran reaffirmed Jordan’s 
historic and national bond with 
the Palestinian people and said 
Ms government would remain 
committed to stand by the Arab 
people of Palestine in their just 
struggle and in backing their up¬ 
rising. 

Badran reiterated Jordan’s 
adherence to its disengagement 
from the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank as announced by King Hus¬ 
sein in July 1988, but added that 
the government would seek to 
alleviate>the human and personal 
effects entailed by the decision of 
disengagement. 

“We will take measures to ease 
die agony and-to remove suffer¬ 
ings without touching the core of 
th« decision,” Badran said.. 

On the Gulf scene, Badran said 

(Coatinued os page 5) 

(See page 4 for M text of tbe 
prime minister’s s tatement ) 


Ryzhkov 

survives 

congress 


By lamk K, Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian leaders Tuesday dis¬ 
cussed the latest developments 
in tbe Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess aad means to achieve a 
co m prehensive solution to die 
Palestinian problem. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Axafol, who arrived here ear¬ 
lier in the day, held a dosed 
meeting before being joined by 
Mgh-level delegations from 
both sides, die Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The two sides also discussed 
Jor danian- Pales tinian relations 
and “means to further develop 
diem with a view to supporting 
the Palestinian struggle for an 
independent Palestinian state,” 
the news agency said. 

It did not elaborate. But the 
hn pasao in the Middle East 
peace process was expected to 
figure high in the meetings, 
which induded a working 

dinne r. 

The Jordanian side to tbe 
meetings * included IBs Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Has- 
san, Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran,. Royal Court Chief 
Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s Political Advisor Adnan 
Abu Oddi and Information 
Minister and Acting Foreign 
Minister Ibrahim Izzeddine. A 
high-level delegation including 
several membos of the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Committee 
attended the talks on the 
Palestinian side. 

Arafat was received upon 
arrival at Queen Aha Interna¬ 
tional Airport by Prime Muns¬ 
ter Badran. The visit marked 
foe first by Arafat to Jordan 
since the Kingdom’s first gener¬ 
al elections in 22 years, and the 
formation of Badran’s cabinet. 

Arafat is accompanied on his 
visit to Jordan by PLO Execu¬ 
tive Committee members 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen), Yasser Abed Rabbo 
and Abdullah Houram, Arafat 
advisor Bassam Abu Sharif, 
and Abbas Zaki, a newly- 
elected member of the Central 
Committee of Fateh, the largest 



His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday receives Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (Photo by Yonsef 
Al ‘Allan) 


PLO faction, as well as Mam- 
dough Nofel, a senior member 
of foe Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. PLO 
Executive Committee members 
Mohammad MQhem, Bishop 
EKa Khoury and Abdul Razak 
Al Yahya — all of them living 
in Jordan — joined tbe delega¬ 
tion’s falh in Amman . 

Tuesday evening, Bad¬ 
ran paid a courtesy visit to 
Arafat at this residence at the 
Guest Palace and conferred 
with the Palestinian delegation. 

Badran is known to have 
maintained cordial ties with 
Arafat, chairman of the Pales¬ 
tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and president of tbe 
State of Palestine, during Ms 
two previous terms as prime 
minister between 1977 and 1984 
— an era which witnessed a 
gradual rise in coordination be¬ 
tween Jon^n and the PLO. 

In an arrival statement, Ara¬ 
fat congratulated the Jorda¬ 
nians for the Nov. 8 general 
elections, and paid tribute to 
the King for opening a demo¬ 
cratic era in the country. He 
said Jordanian-Palestinian rela¬ 
tions had readied such a point 
that “it is not just coordina¬ 
tion... we are one family.” 

Badran, also in a statement 
upon Arafat’s arrival, reiter¬ 


ated Jordan’s support for the 
steps adopted by the PLO to¬ 
wards advancing the peace pro¬ 
cess. “(In Jordan) we are 
Palestinians in everything per¬ 
taining to the Palestinian 
cause... and we support all 
PLO efforts, for they are in the 
interest of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple,” he said. 

King Hussein's talks with 
Arafat will bear special signifi¬ 
cance since they would be tbe 
first since U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker launched Ms 
five-point plan for an opening 
round of Palestmian-Israeii di¬ 
alogue. 

The PLO has conveyed, 
through tbe Egyptian govern¬ 
ment, its acceptance to “deal . 
with the plan” provided the 
organisation retains a central 
and direct role in the suggested 
dialogue and that it should lead 
to the convening of an interna¬ 
tional peace conference. 

Since then the PLO has been 
lobbying for an official and 
unified Arab support for a full- 
fledged PLO role in all the 
stages in the peace process. 
PLO officials told the Jordan 
Times that such an Arab stand 
was essential to enhancing the 
PLO’s insistence on a fall role 
prior to the suggested meeting 
in Washington next month be¬ 


tween the American, Egyptian 
and Israeli foreign ministers. 

Recent contacts by tbe Jor¬ 
dan Times with Jordanian and 
PLO officials indicate that the 1 
two sides meet at this stage on: 
two extremely important 
points: 

— Opposition and determina¬ 
tion to bloc any attempt that 
would lead to a settlement based 
on creating a substitute home¬ 
land for the Palestinians in Jor¬ 
dan; and 

— Opposition to steps that 
would exclude the PLO from the 
peace process. 1 

The strong common denomi¬ 
nators were underscored by the 
Jordanian stand during a recent 
meeting of Arab foreign minis¬ 
ters in Tunis. Jordan was one of 
four Arab countries which 
sent their foreign minister to 
attend the meeting called by the 
PLO to support foe Palestinian 
intifada and tbe organisation’s 
position vis-a-vis the Baker 
plan. 

Furthermore, analysis expect 
Palestinian-Jordanian coor¬ 
dination to pick up new 
momentum, particularly that 
tbe one-year-old U.S.-PLO dia¬ 
logue has reached a deadlock 
over the obvious American 
opposition to the idea of an 
independent Palestinian state. 


Leading Gaza surgeon jailed for Hamas role 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A leading surgeon 
in tbe Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
has been jailed for more than 
two years for helping establish an 
Islamic group of the Palestinian 
uprising. 

A Gaza military court Monday 
sentenced Abdul Aziz AlRantia, 
45, for Ms leading role in the 
Islamic resistance movement 
Hamas. 

Doctor Rantisi, head of medic¬ 
al dime at the Islamic University 
in Gaza City, was sentenced to 
two-and-a-half years in prison 
and two-and-a-half years sus¬ 
pended after admitting mem¬ 
bership of the organisation, the 
army said. 

He was accused of helping pre¬ 
pare the first Hamas leaflet of the 
uprising in December 1987 and 


distributing funds to Hamas activ¬ 
ists. Palestinians said he had been 
in jail for most of the uprising. 

Other Hamas activists, led by 
the movement’s spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, go on trial 
in tbe Gaza Strip next week on 
diaiges of hostile activities that 
include the murder of two Israeli 
soldiers. 

Israeli military sources esti¬ 
mate Hamas would receive 30 per 
cent of die vote were elections 
held in tbe occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. 


Contacts with PLO 

Tbe father of a missing Israeli 
soldier said Tuesday he twice 
travelled to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) headquar¬ 


ters in Tunis with the govern¬ 
ment’s permission to seek the 
release of his son. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said that for humanitarian 
reasons he authorised families of 
three soldiers missing in action to 
meet with PLO leaders despite a 
law banning such contacts. 

“To get information, family 
members may hold meetings 
without any reservations or 
limitations, and with our financ¬ 
ing,” Rabin said. 

Rabin’s sanctions of meetings 
came at a time of intense debate 
about whether Israel should 
negotiate peace with the PLO 
and Ms move may be used by 
advocates to justify establishing 
political contacts. 

Rabin said contacts were au¬ 
thorised for the families of three 


soldiers missing since the battle 
with Syrian forces at Sultan 
Yaakoub in eastern Lebanon on 
June 11, 1982, during Israel’s 
invasion of Lebanon. 

The three missing soldiers are 
Zvi Feldman. Zachary Baumel 
and Yehuda Katz. 

Baumel's father, Yona, said 
that PLO executive member Yas¬ 
ser Abed Rabbo invited him to 
Tunisia and that he went twice to 
PLO headquarters last January 
after he received Rabin's okay. 

Baumel, whose son Zachary 
turned 29 last month, said the 
talks did not produce results be¬ 
cause the PLO leaders “made 
promises they could not keep.” 

“We are very optimistic that 
our son and others are still alive. 
This is a result of information we 
received," said Baumel. 


Israel buys Iranian oil; hostage link seem 


NEW YORK (AP) — Israel has 
bought $36 million worth of o3 
from Iran to help free three 
Israeli military men captured in 
Lebanon, it was reported 
Tuesday. 

Israeli representatives also 
have discussed the possibility of 
selling Iran spare parts for its 
Western-made military hard¬ 
ware, the U.S. television network 
NBC reported Monday night, cit¬ 
ing unidentified sources m U.S. 
and Israeli intelligence. 

In addition to winning Iran’s 
help in seeking die release of 
Israelis, the otl purchases and a 
potential spare parts deal are 
intended to bolster Iran’s position 
against a common enemy, Iraq, 
NBCsaid. 

The United States confirmed 
that farad had bought oil from 
Iran and informed Washington of 
the purchase after the fact. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Tntwiler told 
reporters that farad had volun¬ 
teered the information “a mouth 


ago, after die fact.” 

“farad informed us a monte 
ago after the fact that it had 
concluded a deal with Iran for 
purchase of I ranian oil. Foreign 
countries do not seek U.S. 
approval for oil purchases from a 
third country,” she said. 

Spokesmen for farad’s energy, 
foreign and defence ministries 
refused Tuesday to comment on 
the report. The defence ministry 
also refused to allow reporters to 
talk to Uri Lnbrani, mentioned in 
tee NBC report as the man who 
dealt with the Iranians in Switzer¬ 
land. 

Lnbrani is responsible for 
Israel’s Lebanon policy and 
served as ambassador to Iran 
before the revolution that swept 
Ayatollah Rnboliah Khomeini to 
power in 1979. 

The United States is backing 
the deal in hopes that it could 
lead to the release of nine U.S. 
hostages held in Lebanon, NBC 
said. 

The two nnSion barrels worth 


$36 milli on was delivered in 
November, NBC said. 

Though Iran's leaders are 
avowedly anti-Israel, the deal 
would give the country’s strug¬ 
gling economy badly needed fore¬ 
ign currency. 

With a world oil glut, Israel has 
no problem buying enough oil to 
meet its 170,000-barrel-a-day re¬ 
quirement. 

Joseph Alpher of tee Tel Aviv 
University’s Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies, executive edi¬ 
tor of the centre’s annual “Mid¬ 
dle East Military Balance,” said 
Israel had other considerations 
that could justify ties with Iran, 
apart from seeking the release of 
its prisoners. 

“Iraq is getting stronger every 
day by acquiring... arms that 
threaten ns," Alpher said on 
Israel television. “There is a 
reason to see to it that Iran can 
continue confronting and divert¬ 
ing tbe Iraqi forces.” 

“Beyond that, Iran has oil, 
Iran has Jews and all these are 


good reasons for renewal of con¬ 
nections with Iran, without any 
relation to tee governing reg¬ 
ime,” he said. 

In addition to negotiating the 
oil purchase, Lubrani discussed a 
possible deal for spare military 
parts Iran has difficulty buying 
from Western countries, NBC 
said. He also discussed the fate of 
tee three Israelis held by 
Lebanese extremists, who look to 
Iran for inspiration. 

On Sunday, Israeli officials 
said they were holding Iran re¬ 
sponsible for the safety of at least 
one Israeli captive, Ron Arad, a 
navigator whose F-4 Phantom 
fighter jet went down in South 
Lebanon in October 1986. 

Arad’s wife, Tami, said on 
Israel radio that she had learned 
her husband was in tee hands of 
the Iranians. Uri Slonim, a de¬ 
fence ministry adviser on prison¬ 
ers of war, then said that Mrs. 
Arad's statement had been coor¬ 
dinated with security officials. 

































fiddle East News 


Shelled out palace is centre 
of Lebanese power struggle 


By Donna Abn-Nasr 

Associated Press 


BAABDA — The ruins 
of Lebanon's presidential 
palace, clobbered by more 
than 4,000 shells and squab¬ 
bled over by rival leaders, sym¬ 
bolises the country's frag¬ 
mentation after 14 years of 
civil war. 

To some, the carnival atmos- 

rebelbous°rrulitary leader Gen. 
Michel Aoun, who is holed up 
in a bunker under the rubble, 
seems like the Lebanese 
equivalent of Nero playing his 
fiddle while Rome burns. 

Aoun, fired by Syrian-back¬ 
ed President Elias Hrawi as 
army commander and head of 
a caretaker military govern¬ 
ment, refuses to step down or 
quit the palace he made his 
headquarters 15 months ago. 

Hrawi, elected on Nov. 24, 
insists on occupying the hilltop 
palace, the symbol of state 
authority, even if it was ham¬ 
mered to pieces during Aoun’s 
“war of liberation” with the 
Syrians between March and 
September. 

Hrawi was forced to set up 
his headquarters in a secure 
army barracks in the Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley in east 
Lebanon after his predecessor, 
Rene Muawad, was assassin¬ 
ated only 17 days into his pres¬ 
idency. 

But he was declared he'd 
oust Aoun to rule from the 
palace “even if there's only 
one room left.” 


Their conflict centers on 
Aoun's rejection of an Arab 
League-brokered peace accord 
to end the civil war because it 
does not contain cast-iron 
guarantees of a withdrawal by 
tiie Syrians. Aoun considers 
them an occupying force. 

The stocky Maromte Catho¬ 
lic general, whose 20,000 
troops hold the Falangist en¬ 
clave north of Beirut, defiantly 
holds televised news confer¬ 
ences in his underground 
bunker below the U-shaped 
palace, vowing to go down 
fighting with kitchen knives if 
he has to. 

Outside a “human shield” of 
his young supporters dance 
and sing and chase girls within 
range of Syrian artillery in the 
bluffs overlooking the palace 
compound. 

A huge banner near the 
main entrance reads “the 
general's palace is the people’s 
palace.” 

Information Minister 
Edmond Rizk huffed that 
Aoun has "turned the palace 
into a stage of an operetta and 
his bunker into a television 
studio.” 


The Syrian bombardment 
this year was the worst the 
palace has suffered since it was 
built in 1966. 

Rebel Muslim troops blasted 
President Suleiman Franjieh 
from the palace in 1976 and it 
was regularly hit in civil war 
shellfire when Franjieb's suc¬ 
cessors, Elias Sarkis and Amm 
Gemayel, lived there. 


Now, only a skeleton re¬ 
mains. 

The walls that are left stand¬ 
ing are full of boles. Birds fly in 
and out of the broken windows 
of what used to be the large 
banquet hall. 

Duty curtains hang in the 
offices used by Aoun's aides 
and broken windows have 
been filled in with stone blocks 
and blue, sand-filled barrels 
inscribed “glucose syrup.” 

Knee-high weeds, empty 
plastic containers and up¬ 
rooted trees litter the once 
immaculate lawns and gardens. 
Huge mounds of earth line the 
courtyard where cypress, palm 
and pine trees once stood. 

The director-general of the 
palace, Joseph Jraisati, said 
some of the mosaics and paint¬ 
ings that adorned the palace 
walls were destroyed by the 
Syrian bombardment. 

“It was difficult to move 
them to safety,” he said. “But 
we’ve been able to salvage 
some valuables like carpets, 
vases and antique furniture.'’ 

He said Aoun's bunker, two 
stories under tbc palace, has 
been reinforced and “it can 
now withstand air raids.” 

The general rarely emerges 
from his bunker, except to give 
pep-talks to his supporters who 
ring the palace m the belief 
that tiie Syrians will not risk 
killing unarmed civilians in an 
assault.* 

“We’re here to stop them 
attacking,’' said 16-year-old 
Khalil Salem as a ghetto-blas¬ 
ter nearby belted out a song 


assuring Aoun: “You have 
tough men that drink blood.” 

Asked what he'd do if the 
Syrians did start shelling again, 
Salem said: ‘Td shelter in the 
bunker with the general.” 

Ousters of coloured tents 
where about 500 young men 
are camped out nestle among 
trees around the palace. 

But what started as a de¬ 
monstration of support for the 
general has turned into a stu¬ 
dent carnival that contrasts 
with the very real threat of 
another eruption of fighting. 

The Ad Diyar daily, pub¬ 
lished in east Beirtit, recently 
carried an ad placed by the 
pro-Aoun movement to sup¬ 
port liberation inviting all 
citizens to a “musical soiree at 
the People's Palace... with tiie 
participation of a selection of 
the best musicians and artists.” 

Aoun’s young loyalists form 
circles and ring and perform 
the traditional “dabke” dance. 
Others listen to Madonna and 
Michael Jackson on the radio. 

“I don't want to go to 
school. I want to liberate,” 
said Roger, 36. He didn't give 
his family name “because I 
sometimes cross to west 
Beirut,” the capital’s mainly 
Muslim sector. 

Asked how his presence was 
helping Aoun’s call for libera¬ 
tion, Roger said: “I come here 
and sing and dance and have 
fun with the others. That helps 
boost the morale of the army.” 

“I’ve also met some nice 
girls here,” he added ing¬ 
enuously. 
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Sudanese junta member in Bahrain 


BAHRAIN (R) — A member of Sudan's military junta, the 
second to visit the Gulf island in a week, is holding talks with 
Bahraini leaders seeking foreign investment. The Gulf News 
Agency said Sudanese Navy Colonel Saiah A1 Din Karar met 
Commerce and Agriculture Minister Habib Kassem Tuesday to 
discuss Bahraini investment in underdeveloped Sudan. It said 
Karar, a member the 15-man junta that seized power in a coup 
last June, hopes to promote cooperation between Sudan and 
B ahrain in trade, agriculture and finance. Sudanese leader 
General Omar Hassan A1 Bashir last week discussed investment 
with Bahrain’s Emir, Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman AJ Khalifa, during a 
tour of Gulf Arab states. 


Iranian tanker on fire off Morocco 


LAS PALMAS,-Canaiy islands pi) — An Iranian tanker caught 
fire off Morocco Tuesday and its crew was rescued by a Soviet 
ship, a Spanish Navy spokesman said. He said navy authorities in 
the Canaiy Islands picked up a distress signal from the 116,403- 
toune Khark early Tuesday. The tanker, drifting off Casablanca, 
appeared to be still burning at mid-morning. The spokesman 
could not say how many crew were aboard but he said all were 
safely picked up by the Soviet vessel Sarny, due to call at Las 
Palmas Thursday. 


Ceausescu lays wreath in Iran 


TEHRAN (R) — Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu, 
visiting Iran amid violent protests at home, paid tribute to the late 
Ayatollah RuhoDah Khomeini Tuesday and received the gift of a 
Persian carpet. Ceausescu flew to Tehran on a state visit Monday, 
his country sealed off after weekend protests against bis govern¬ 
ment in which hundreds of people may have died. Tehran Radio 
said Ceausescu laid a wreath at the grave of the former Iranian 
Revolutionary leader and was given a Persian carpet when he 
visited a weaving workshop in the capital. Ceausescu, heading a 
55 strong delegation, was given a red carpet welcome on arrival 
for a three-day visit aimed at boosting trade. The Iranian media 
have made no mention of the unrest in Romania. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria's Foreign Minister Tuesday 
condemned tiie taking of hos¬ 
tages in Lebanon after meeting 
with the president of the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross, Comelio Sommaruga. The 
Swiss official is in Syia as part of 
his efforts to gain the release of 
two kidnapped Swiss relief work¬ 
ers, orthopaedic technicians 
Emmanuel Christen and Elio 
Erriquez. 1 

The two were seized in the 
southern Lebanese city of Sidon 
on Oct. 6. No grotip has up to 
now claimed responsibility for 
their abduction. 

The official Syrian Arab News 
Agency (SANA) said Foreign 
Minister Farouk AI Sharaa met 
with Sommaruga and reiterated 
Syria’s strong condemnation of 
hostage-taking. 

It said Sharaa also pledged that 
Syria would provide as much 
assistance as possible in obtaining 
the release of hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Sommaruga came from Leba¬ 
non, where he conferred with 
President Elias Hrawi at the pres- 


Turkey downgrades 2 army 
divisions; plans more cuts 


Diana offers sympathy for hostage 


LONDON (AP) — The Princess of Wales offered sympathy and 
encouragement to the family of kidnapped British journalist John 
McCarthy who will be spending his fourth Christmas as a hostage 
in Lebanon. Diana spoke to the journalist's father, 68-year-old 
Patrick McCarthy, and his eldest son Terry. 35, in front of a 
picture of John at St. Bride’s Church on Fleet Street where a 
single candle burned for the reporter. The label on the picture 
stated he had been a hostage for 1,342 days. Patrick McCarthy 
said he told the princess he expected to have a dismal Christmas 
without his wife, Sheila, who died of cancer in July, and one of his 
sons. “But she was very encouraging and said John and the other 
hostages were in the prayers of the royal family,” he said. 


ANKARA (R) — NATO-mem- 
ber Turkey said Tuesday it had 
downgraded two army divisions 
and would make further troop 
cuts to streamline and modernise 
its armed forces. 

‘Two divisions have been dis¬ 
mantled and converted into bri¬ 
gades, and significant economic 
advantages have been obtained,” 
a Turkish army spokesman told 
.Reuters. 

He did not disclose the size of 
the manpower cut, made in Au¬ 
gust, but said the army planned 
further reductions. 

An army statement said: “In 
line with efforts at reducing con¬ 
ventional forces in Turkey and 
elsewhere, Turkish forces are 
being reorganised into forces with 


sufficient fire power and higher 
mobility but fewer men. 

“Tbe changes will enable mod¬ 
ernisation as well as economy in 
the long run. Tbe fighting capac¬ 
ity of the new brigades has been 
successfully tested in military ex¬ 
ercises this autumn,” it said. 

Turkey, with an estimated 
800,000 conscripts, has the 


second largest army in NATO 
after the United States. Bordered 
by the Soviet Union and Bulgar¬ 
ia, Turkey guards one-third of 
NATO’s borders with Warsaw 
Pact countries. 

A military source said the two 
reduced divisions were from the 
Istanbul-based First Army, which 
guards the Bulgarian border. 


Iranian 
parliament 
condemns 
arrest of 
4 in U.K. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A 
number of Iranian parliament 
members Tuesday urged their 
Foreign Ministry to take 
“appropriate” steps to protect 
four Iranians arrested in Britain 
under the Prevention of Terror¬ 
ism Act. 

■Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, said the request was con¬ 
tained in a letter read in partia- 
ment by Speaker Mahdi Kami bi¬ 
ll did not _ say bow many of 
the 270 parliament deputies had 
signed the document. 

The letter said the four Ira¬ 
nians were arrested in Manches¬ 
ter Friday following demonstra¬ 
tions against Salman Rushdie in 
more than 1,000 mosques 
throughout Britain earlier this 
month, the radio said. 


idenfs temporary headquarters 
in tbe Lebanese army barracks of 
Ablah in Syrian-policed east 
Lebanon. 

A statement distributed by the 
ICRC office in Beirut said those 
discusaons were “strictly focused 
on humanitarian issues and ways 
to win tiie release of our two 
kidnapped colleagues.” 

Eighteen Westerners are held 
hostage in Lebanon, most of 
them by pro-Iranian Shi’ite Mus¬ 
lim groups. The longest held is 
Terry Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent of the Associ¬ 
ated Press, who was kidnapped 
on March 16, 1985. 

A statement by tbe ICRC said 
Sommaruga reaffirmed during 
the talks with Hrawi that the 
ICRC was determined to con¬ 
tinue its work “which is currently 
effected by the abduction of its 
two workers.” 

The statement said Sommaruga 
appealed for tbe release of the 
two captives “so.that the dele¬ 
gates of the ICRC could resume, 
their humanitarian mission on all 
Lebanese territory in a climate of 
confidence and respect 


Former Afghan 
minister defects 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — A 
former minister of the Soviet- 
backed Afghan government, 
Pacfaagul Wafadar, said Tuesday 
he had defected to Pakistan- 
based rebels with whom he had 
secret contacts for 10 years. 

He told a news conference in 
the north western Pakistani town 
of Peshawar that he bad left 
Afghanistan on orders from the 
radical Hezb-I-Islami guerrilla 
party of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
leaving his wife, a son and a 
daughter in Kabul. 

Wafadar, 44, was civil aviation 
minister in the short-lived cabinet 
of Prime Minister Mohammad 
Hassan Sharq formed in June last 
year. He was replaced in a 
cabinet reshuffle eight months 
later. 

Wafadar said he had joined 
Sharq’s cabinet on a Hezb direc¬ 
tive as one of several ministers 
not belonging to tbe ruling Peo¬ 
ple’s Democratic Party so that he 
could help the guerrilla struggle 
to oust President Najibullah's 
government. 

He said now he would openly 
work for the guerrilla cause. 
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Iraq slams Iran over PoWs 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq criti¬ 
cised Us Gulf war foe Iran Tues¬ 
day for attaching conditions to 
tiie exchange of prisoners of war, 
saying Tehran was frying to bring 
pressure on Baghdad over tbe 
stalemated peace talks. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz as telling International 
Committee of the Red Cross en¬ 
voy Angelo Gnaedinger Iran “in¬ 
sists on keeping the issue of war 
prisoners unresolved to... use it 
as a pressure card for bar¬ 
gaining.” 

Iran and Iraq still bold about 
100,000 prisoners, although a 
U.N.-brokered ceasefire ended 


fighting in their eight-year war in 
August 1988. 

Guaedmger, who visa teu Iran 
last week, is trying to persuade 

both countries to abide by Article 

118 of tiie Geneva Convention 
catling for the release of all war 
prisoners immediately after tiie 
end of hostilities. 


that humanitarian issue.”- ^ 
Iraq has asked Gnacdmger to ^ 
raise with the Iranians tire pcssi- * 


Iran has offered to swap all 
captives provided that Iraw with¬ 
draws from Iranian territory 
which Tehran says it still occu¬ 
pies. 

Aziz called on tbe world com¬ 
munity to urge Iran to accept an 
immediate and unconditional- 
release of all prisoners. INA 


dons of Iraqi prisoners there. 

The two countries exchanged 9$ 
more than 400 sick or wounded 


Israel opens embassy in Ethiopia 


prisoners under a Red Cross- $• 
sponsored accord last year. ^ 
Iranian Foreign Minister All $7. 
Akbar Yelayati said at the United f 
Nations early tins month thatlrao. 
would shortly release an unspea- . 
tied number of adk and-wounded PJj 
Iraqi PoWs. ■ 

Filiinnia 4 * 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has 
opened its embassy in Ethiopia 
and will appoint an ambassador 
to Addis Ababa in the near fu¬ 
ture, the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 


“We opened the embassy 
yesterday. It is headed by a tem¬ 
porary representative, Meir Yof- 
te, and staffed by a two-member 
delegation,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said earlier this month that Israel 
hoped more Jews would emigrate 
from Ethiopia once Israel estab¬ 
lished its embassy there. 


It quoted the letter as saying 
the Iranians were arrested be¬ 
cause “the glory and size of the 
demonstrations had angered Brit¬ 
ish authorities.” 

“If England does not change its 
hostile stance against Islam and 
does not apologise to Muslims, 
the wave of these demonstrations 
in England will surely increase,” 
the radio quoted Karrubi as 
saying. The letter called for un¬ 
specified “appropriate” steps to 
protect those arrested. 

The three students and a dis¬ 
abled father of four were arrested 
Friday at their homes in Man¬ 
chester, police said. Under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act, sus¬ 
pects can be held for seven days 
without being charged. 


Ethiopia renewed diplomatic 
relations with Israel on Nov. 3. It 
was one of more than a dozen 
black African nations that se¬ 
vered ties with Israel over the 
1973 Middle East war. Some half 
a dozen have renewed relations 
since 1982. 

Israeli officials have declined 
comment on persistent foreign 
reports suggesting the renewal of 
ties would lead to Israeli military 
aid to Ethiopia in exchange from 
allowing more Jews to leave the 
country fbT Israel. 

The Sunday Times of London, 
for instance, said Israel agreed to 
supply spare parts for Soviet 


weapons in Ethiopia in exchange 
for emigration of Jews; . 
F-thinpian immigrants here S3J 

as many as 18,000 Jews want to 
flee the African nation, which has 
suffered from drought and civil 


There are about 16,500 Ethio¬ 
pian Jews in Israel. About 8,000 
of them were brought to Eaael in 
a dramatic U.S.-asssted “Opera¬ 
tion Moses” airlift in November 
1984-January 1985. Tbe airlift 
was halted after news of it leaked 
out to tiie embarrassment of 
Addis Ababa’s Marxist govern¬ 
ment. 


Libya to aitend Euro-Arab dialogue 


Solicitor 7-ahir Aziz said “tbe 
police have told me very little but 
the men are under the impression 
they have been arrested because 
they are suspected of being a bit 
squad to kill Salman Rushdie.” 

Iran’s fate Ayatollah Rnbollah 
Khomeini in February decreed 
that Mus lims should seek out and 
kill the Indian-born British writer 
for blaspheming Islam in his 
novel The Satanic Verses. 

Rushdie has* been in hiding 
ever since under police protec¬ 
tion. 


The Iranian media reported 
following the death call in Febru¬ 
ary that hit squads were being 
dispatched to Britain to kill 
Rushdie. 

At the time, Iranian religious 
leaders offered a $5 million boun¬ 
ty for Rushdie’s head. 


TUNIS (R) — Libya has decided 
to attend this week’s meeting of 
Arab and European Community 
foreign ministers in Paris, which 
it earlier denounced as a plot to 
drive a wedge between Libya and 
Syria and the rest of the Arab 
World. 

Libya’s Foreign Liaison 
Bureau (Foreign Ministry), in a 
statement released by the Libyan 
News Agency (JANA) Monday 
evening, said a Libyan delegation 
would go “in response to a call 
from brothers and not in response 
to a call from France." 

Libya originally said the meet¬ 
ing should not take place until the 
European Community (EC) 
lifted the restrictions which it 
imposed on contacts with Tripoli 
in 1986 because of an alleged 
Libyan role in acts of violence in 
Europe. 

The EC banned arms sales and 
high-level visits to Syria in 1986 
for similar reasons. 

Libya's participation seemed 
even less likely after Libya earlier 
this month cut shipping links and 
telecommunications with France 
in a row over delays in delivering 
three Mirage fighters which Libya 
ordered in 1986. 

French President Francois Mit¬ 
terrand had reversed a decision to 
band over the planes after Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi wrote 
him a letter accusing him of 


oppressing Muslims. 

Tbe Foreign Liaison Bureau, in 
response to questions from 
JANA, defended Qadhafi's 
letter. 

“This letter was not private nor 
bilateral but concerns the Islamic 
World as a whole ...Tins is what 
the Muslims decided, this is their 
w£Q and we are not in a position 
to refuse this will. The oppression 
to which thousands of Muslim 


girls are subjected in France com¬ 
es within this context,'’ it said. 


“We were hoping that the 
French president would look into 
die status of Muslim women in 
France,” it added. 

Mitterrand considered the let¬ 
ter an interference in tiie domes¬ 
tic row over Muslim girls - who 
insis t on wearing Islamic beads- 
carves to school. 

The French president oottld 
send Qadhafi a reply and publish 
, it in the press, just as Libya had 
published Qadhafi’s letter in the 
Libyan press, the Libyan state¬ 
ment suggested. 

It accused France of taking a 
constantly and unjustifiably hos¬ 
tile attitude towards Libya. “We 
demand an explanation for the 
French attitude," it said. 

“It is regrettable that the Great 
Jamahiriya (Libya) has beam to 
be forced to take practical mea¬ 
sures to reply... after losing hope 
in any dialogue or understanding 


by friendly methods,” it added, 
apparently referring to the ban on 
French dripping and tbe break in 
telecommunications. 

“Improving relations, aiding 
tension and entering a new phase 
all depend on France and die 
policy it pursues towards the 
Jamahiriya,” it said. - 

Diplomats in Tunis said they 
expected Libya to be represented 
by an ambassador, not by Foreign 
Minister Jaddalfah Azzouz AI 
Talhi. 

Arab stales have been telfing 
Libya it would be in its interests 
to attend tiie Paris meetmg if it 
wants the EC sanctions against it 
lifted. 

Libya’s hostility to die meeting 
diminished after Egyptian. PresF 
dent Hosm Mubarak discussed it 
with Qadhafi fast week. - 
' The sanctions are not on the 
formal agenda for tiie meeting 
but Libya and other Arab states 
can bring them up in the general 
debate or outside the formal 
meetings, diplomats said. 

European diplomats 'said tiie 
sanctions issue was too compli¬ 
cated for tiie two-day Paris meet¬ 
ing to solve. Britain and other EC 
members from Northern Europe 
favour retaining the sanctions un¬ 
til Libya breaks its links with 
groups such as the Fatah Revolu¬ 
tionary Council of Palestinian 
guerrilla Abu Nidal. 


Developing countries urged 
to Join efforts on ozone layer 


CAIRO (R) — Holes in the 
ozone layer caused mainly by 
industrialised nations may never 
be repaired unless developing 
countries join efforts to stop the 
damage, delegates at a Cairo 
conference on the environment 
said. 

Scientists say tbe ozone layer, 
which protects tbe Earth’s atmos¬ 
phere from harmful ultraviolet 
radiation, is being depleted by 
man-made gases, including CFCs 
(cbolofluorocarbons) used in 
aerosols, refrigerators and elec¬ 
tronics. 

After holes in the ozone were 
detected over the Antarctic, in¬ 
dustrialised nations introduced 
steps to curb and eventually 
phase out the use of CFCs. 

Participants at the conference, 
organised by the Egyptian gov¬ 
ernment and the U.N. Environ¬ 


ment Programme, warned that 
this effort would be undermined 
if developing countries took over 
technology discarded by the 
West. 


raises tiie Earth’s 
phenomenon calls 
bouse effect” 


“In 1986, OECD (Organisa¬ 
tion for Economic Cooperation 
and Development) countries used 
about one kilogramme of CFCs 
per head,” said British Munster 
of State for the Environment 
David Trippier. 


“If developing countries were 
to increase their use to just one- 
tenth of that and continue at that 
level indefinitely, then we would 
never return to the levels needed 
for us to get rid of ozone holes, 
even if the rest of the world 
stopped using (CFCs) 
altogether.” 

Destruction of the ozone layer 


Under an international agree¬ 
ment signed in Montreal in 1987, 
the use of CFCs is to be oat by 50 
per cent by 1998. Many environ¬ 
mentalists are now pushing to 
have CFCs eliminated altogether 
by the end of the century. 

“If we don’t phase out all CFCs - 
and some other chemicals, there 
is no way the ozone will be 
rectified and even with that it will 
only be recitified by 2070,” said 
Mostafa Toiba, executive direc¬ 
tor of tbe U.N. Environment 

Progr amme . 

Delegates said developing 
countries, for whom environmen¬ 
tal issues were less important that 
basic economic concerns, were 
part of the problem. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tet 773111-19 


CHURCHES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15-JO . Koran 

15:40 .Programme review 

15:45 .Children's programme 

17130 .Educational programme 

1M0 ....News s umm ary in Arabic 

18:65 .Cairo news message 

1&30. Local programme 


MM . 


29-JO . 
21 JO . 


23:49 . 

.Play “Petra” 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:96.Perfecto 

IS JO . L'Appan 

lft*» . News iu French 

1*30 . 
29:00 . 

.Newsin Hebrew 

20:38 . 


21:10 . 


22.40 . 
2ZM . 

.News in English 

. A Very Britzdi Coup 


PRAYER TIMES 

05 M . 


. 


11-JO . 


14:15 . 


I&38 . 

.Maghreb 


SL Mary of Nera ret fa Clmrtfa Swetfkh, 
Tel. SI0740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

Dr h Sab Chord. Tcf. 661757 
Temsaata Church Tel: 622366 
Chord) of tbe Amuiwctartua Tel. 
623S41. 

AagBam Omrch Tel. 62S3S3. Tel. 
628543. 

ArmceJui Catholic Chorcb Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Ctrareh Td. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim CM Td. 771751. 
Amman Intern ati onal Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Latheran Church Td; 
811295. 

Tbe Church of Jem Christ of Latter- 
My Salats Td. 815817, 654932. 


MinJbiu. temp. 

Amman. 3/18 

Aqaba. 11/23 

Deserts . 0/19 

Jordan Valley. 10/22 


Dr. Abdul Karim Khashashnch .. (—) 
Khafifch pharmacy.985417 


RJ Flight Information. 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport.. 08-53200 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 18, Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 
Amman 26 pet cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mdecwiogy. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Saiah AI Issond .649028 

Dr. Amm Abdul Jaber.614222 

Dr. Wad KhartaM.665917 

Dr. Holed Abdo.. 6S7I29 

Fcrdows pharmacy .778336 

AI Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nauuufch pharmacy ..623672 

AlSalam pharmacy.636730 

Yacoob pharmacy .644945 

Shmasani pharmacy ..637660 


Ch.il Defence Department. 

G*fl Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 

Grfl Defence Emergency.. 

Rescue Police.192.621111. 

Frre Bdndc. 

Blood Bank. 

Highway Police. 

Traffic Police. 

PubBcSecurity Department.... 

Hotel Complaints. 

Price Complaints. 

Water and Sewerage 

Comptaofc—.. 

Amman Mimidpality 

Complaints.......... 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance).. 

Overseas Cans ... 

Central Amman Telephone 


It will be warm and some dottds 
appear at high and medium altitudes, 
winds will be southeastedy moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


ran* 

Dr. Mahmoud Khalil.. 

Al Sharaa‘pharmacy. 


::::'c98523sj 


ZARQA: 


AWali Telephone Repairs . 

Jordan Television. 

Radio Jordan.. 

Water Authority .. 

Jordan Etectrioiy Authority ... 
Electric Power 
Company..... 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813/32 

Kbalhti Maternity. J. Anm... 644281/6 
AJrikh Maternity. J. Amu.,.. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.642362 

Mallus.J. Amman.636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani. 664171/4 

Shmdsam Hospital.669131 

University Hospital.845845 

Al-Musher Hospital . 667227/9 

The Islamic, A Wall .666127/37 

ALAhli, Abdali. <*4164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajreca. 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh__775111/26 

Army, Maria.891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital.602240/50 

Amai Hospital.674155 

ZARQA: 

Zntfi Govt. Hospital. (09)983323 

Zaras National Hospital (09)991071 
Ibn Shu Hospital .(09)986732 

nrak 

Princes Baum Hospital.. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nifees Hospital.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospjial.... (03)314111 


Tbit iafomudon is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) inlonnation depart¬ 
ment at tbc Queen Aba International 
Aitport Td. (08J5320M, when it 
should always be verified. 


»M ...Baghdad (IA) 

IMS ....Cairo(MS) 

19:10. Jeddah (SV) 

12:25 . Sana'a, Jeddah (IY) 

14:W .Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

1W5 . Frankfort (LH) 

MX .—. Damascus (PJQ 

MX .Paris, Damascus (AFj 


13:15 .Jeddah, Sana'a(TY 

14M .—.Benghazi fUf 

ism .KSStffco; 

15:10.. Dhahw (TK 

JteS —.—. Sanaa 1LH] 

21:29.Karachi (PK, 


MARKET PUCES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Uppcr/kfwrT price m 
Apple -.. 


Ban arm p iiAmwwf j, 


moivmb 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rlgfita 
(Terminal 1) 


I?*®.Frankfurt (add.) (RJ) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam, Hew York (RJ) 

Ili20 .Tonis, Casab&ixz <RJ) 

U=3I.-. Riyadh (RJ 

... London (RJ) 

1*34. Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

1M4 . Damascus IRTI 

St . Kuwait (RJ) 

MX .Cairo (SO) 

21:15 .......... Calcutta, Bangkok (Rii 

MX .Bahrain, AtaTKiSj 

23=18 .New DeQu (RJ) 


09:10.JoddahfRj) 

09=45 .Abu Dhabi (RJ] 

lfcM.Dhahran, Bahrain (RJ) 

19:15.LanucaffiJ) 

MLM . Cairo, Aqaba (RJ1 

1*25.London (RJ) 

17M .. Riyadh (RJ) 

17=29.Brussels. Puns (RJ) 

17:45 .ChirofRJ) 

38:49 Chiago, New York Vienna flU) 

1&45 . Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

I960 Singapore. Knafo Lumpur (RJ) 
23:09 .. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Cam* 

Cufiflowcr.. 

Cttmmbers (large) ......... 

Cucombcts (small).. 

Dates.. 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) q££ 


Grapefruit .......... 

Laron. 

Marrow (large).... 
Marrow (spa) 

Onion (dry)_1..,. 

Oak* (green) ...... 


is per.bg-: 
420V38B. 

4507400- 

400 «SB 
300 / 250 
120 / BB 
200T/149 
200/140 
220/18)- 
420/380- 
SXW45&-. 

■850/7501 
287/229 

220/370 


Other Right* (Terminal 2) 

0*45.Dubai (AZ) 


. London (BA i 

. V .Bonn (ME) 

■KB-- Larnaca, Zurich (SR) 

. Rome {AZ 

1W5 .. Cairo (MS 

Jp*.Baghdad (IA 

-.-.Jeddah (SV) 


Orange (Shamcwtij 

Pepper (hot)... 

TOer (sweet) 

Potato____ 

RadtSsfa.... 

S-F .. 


Owiafori .. j' 


2W/1®: : 

■30CW.2S9 
280?Z»; 
'SW* 1 - 
'2Wrt3fr-: : 
,-140* J®' • ’• 

sxm: ;•> 







































































































































tonal News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20,1989 






Iff 



iiT 

SfiPmWwhTi 

Iff 1 




°w s 

hioni 


awa re n es s of mothers regarding 
proper feeding and weaning of 


Princess Sarvatij, upon bearing 
of the. proposed course offered 
the premises of the Princess Sar- 
vath College in Amman as a 
venue. . S pecia lists in nutrition 
from UNICEF, U.N. Relief and 


tive health polides such as im¬ 
munisation, oral rehydration 
therap y and breast feeding. 

UNICEF’s recently published 
1990 State of the Worlds Children, 
report puts Jordan in. the fore¬ 
front of countries who have led 
the world in applying health policies 
capable of eliminating infant 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


CABINET: The Cabinet met Tuesday under the chaimianghtp of 
prime Minister Mudar Badran and approved the resolutions adopted 
by the Arab Economic and Social Council winch convened in Tunic 
fast October. The Cabinet endorsed the resolutions adopted at the 
October meeting of the Arab Committee for Investment. The 
Cabinet also approved the appointment of Hilal Dhaher Al Saleh as 
mayor of Beit Aidis, in Irbid Governorate. (Petra) 

.. BELGIAN KING RECEIVES ENVOY: King Bouduin of Belgium 
Tuesday voiced appreciation to His Majesty King Hussein for his 
active.rote and continuous endeavours to establish peace, stability 
and security in the Middle East. At an audience with the Jordanian 
ambassador to Belgium Hassan Abu Nemeh, who called at the 
monarch to bid farewell at the end of his tour of duty in Brussels, 
King Boudouin praised the dose bilateral relations between the two 
countries and requested to convey his best wishes to King Hussein. 
(Petra) 

LAWZI RECEIVES QATARI ENVOY: Speaker of the Upper 
House of Parfcament Ahmad Lawzi Tuesday received the Qatari 
Ambassador in Amman Mubarak Ibn Naser, who called at Lawzi’s 
office to congratulate him on his election as speaker. (Petra) 

PARLIAMENT COMMITTEE MEETS: Chairman of the Lower 
House of Parliament*s Financial Committee Abdullah AJ Nsour 
Tuesday chaired a meeting and discussed its duties and future plans. 
The other house committees will hold similar meetings next week. 
The Foreign Affairs Committee, chaired by Taber Masri, will meet 
Saturday to discuss die general framework of Jordanian diplomatic 
relations. The ad mini strative committee will meet Sunday and the 
appeals committee will meet on Dec. 26. (Petra) 

ACC MINISTERS ARRIVE: Egyptian, Iraqi and North Yemeni 
labour and social development ministers arrived in Amman Tuesday 
to teke part in the third meeting of the Arab Cooperation Council’s 
(ACC) labour and social security ministers, which starts here 
Wednesday. (Petra) 

DPA DIRECTOR ARRIVES: The director of the West German 
News Agency (DPA) in Moscow, Wolfgang Koydl, arrived in 
Amman Tuesday on a visit and taflrs with journalists and officials. 
The DPA officialhaswrittena number of articles in support of the 
Pales tinian cause and the Arab Nation in generaL (Petra) 

MOCK AIR CRASH: The~ CSviL Aviation Authority (CAA) will 
organise a mock air crash; at Aqaba Airport Wednesday to provide a 
tr aining exercise for local airport ground services on emergency 
situations. (Petra) 

FEES FOR POST OFFICE BOXES: The Post offices and Postal 
Saving Corporation Tuesday called on all subscribers for post office 
boxes to cover their annual subscription fees during January. The 
corporation warned that those who fail to cover their subscription by 
the end of January mil pay fine amounting to SO per cent of the 
subscription fees. Those who fail to cover their subscription fees 
during the first three months, the subscription will be cancelled. 
(Petra) 

CHARITY BAZAAR: A three-day charity bazaar was opened at the 
Farah Rehabilitation Centre under the slogan “the handicapped 
constitute a constructive power with a role in comprehensive 
development.” The bazaar, which was opened by Dr. Aref Batameh, 
director of King Hussein Medical Centre, displays handicrafts such as 
embroideries and knitwear by the handicapped patients at the centre. 
The proceeds of the bazaar axe to benefit the handicapped patients 
who are provided for by the centre. (Petra) 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bu ll et in s and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised, to verify the listed 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

: : £ : An exhibition of and etchings Inspired fay Arabic 

. -• Hamip art at Abchd Hameed Shaman Foundation. 

☆ An art exhibition by artists from Jordan and other Arab 
countries at Al Wasiti Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

•ft A photography exhibition on French poet de Prevert at the 
French Oiitnral Centre. 

ft The youths art exhibition at the Spanish Cultural Centre, 
ft Contemp orary T **wiir fine arts exhibition by Abass NaHa at 
the Royal Cuttnral Centre. 

■ft An entitled “The Bine Rider” at the Yannook 

University. 

ft A plastic art ezhfldtion by Arfi Al Hamad, and Ibrahim 
Nabahneh at the University of Jordan, 
ft Aa exhibition on public education at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 


ft A phy entitled Christmas Carols at the Royal Cultural Centre 
"" — 7:§S pjn, 

ft A play -rfftfed House Guest at Amman Plaza Hotel — 930 

-- r ' pJH. 


The British Council **.:;•* 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 
HRH PRINCE RA’AD BIN ZEID 

THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
Presents 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
18,19,20 December 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets JD 2 from the ^ 

Royal Cultural Centre and the British Council 


Princess Aysheh 
engaged 

AMMAN — Her Royal Highness Princess Aysheh 
Bint Al Hnmcin got e n ga g e d Tuesday to Zafd 
Sa’dnddin Jama’a, «wnwHng to an annouDce- 
nasnt made by the Royal Court. The announce¬ 
ment said tint the engagement ceremony was 
atten de d fay His Mafesty King Hussein, and 
mem b er s ftf Hm» Hadwmlto gnwWIy Aim aHwMtiiig 

the engagement were Prime Minister Modta 
Badran, Royal Coast CHcf Sharif Zrid Ben 
Shaker, Chief Islamic Justice Mohammad 
Mnbc&ao, Mr. St’dnddb Jtana'a. The King and 
«H those pr wu X during the gathering congratu¬ 
lated Princess Aysheh and her fiance, on their 
engagement and expressed tfadr best wishes. 
(Petra) 
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North Yemen, Jordan discuss 
cooperation in water management 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team rep¬ 
resenting the water and sewrage 
corporation in North Yemen 
Tuesday called on the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation Secretary 
General Mntaz Al Bilbeisi and 
discussed North Yemeni-Jorda¬ 
nian cooperation in water-related 
issues. 

The head of the Yemeni de¬ 
legation said the team's visit is 
designed to benefit from Jordan’s 
experiment in water management 
and water exploitation through 
talks with Jordanian officials and 
water specialists, and a tour of 
various water ami irrigation pro¬ 


jects in the Kingdom. 

Mohammad AJ Faseel called 
for cooperation between the wa¬ 
ter authorities in the two coun¬ 
tries and requested Jordan’s 
assistance in training Yemeni 
'staff in maintenance and opera¬ 
tions work related to water dis¬ 
tribution, as well as in the field of 
environmental health. 

Faseel noted that North Ye¬ 
men seeks to set up a central 
water control laboratory simil ar 
to the one in Jordan with the help 
of Jordanian specialists. 

Bilbeisi for his part, said the 
two sides wSQ exchange expertise 


and ideas in the coarse of im¬ 
plementing agreements within 
the framework of the Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra, quoted Faseel as requesting 
Bilbeisi to dispatch Jordanian 
specialists to North Yemen to 
train North Yemeni personnel in 
water-related affairs. 

He also invited Bilbeisi to visit 
North Yemen to conclude a 
memorandum on joint coopera¬ 
tion in administrative, financial 
and operational activities pertain¬ 
ing to water stations and water 
distribution in his country. 


Mu’ta University exhibition displays 
equipment for energy conservation 


KARAK (Petra) — Mu’ta Uni¬ 
versity near Karak Tuesday orga¬ 
nised a two-day exhibition dis¬ 
playing various types of equip¬ 
ment used in electric energy and 
instruments used for the con¬ 
servation of energy. 

The exhibition organised in 
cooperation with the Energy and 


Electricity Information and 
Advisory Centre created by the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources, was designed to 
spread awareness among uni¬ 
versity students and local resi¬ 
dents in Karak Governorate on 
the need to rationalise. electric 
energy consumption. 


| Symposium calls for improving 
quality, ‘fairness’ in family life 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN -7 A critical eye con¬ 
tinued to scan the changes! in 
family life in the Middle East as 
discussions about the concluding 
statements of a three-day sympo¬ 
sium organised by the Jordanian 
Voluntary Organisation’s com¬ 
munity centres and the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation of West 
Germany continued late into 
Monday evening.. 

In their final recommendations 
die symposium’s over 60 partici¬ 
pants, from no less than a dozen 
countries, forwarded the adop¬ 
tion and legalisation of certain 
suggestions they had made to 
improve the quality and “fair¬ 
ness” in family life. 

They called on countries to 
adopt Laws that would give equal 
job and educational opportunities 
to both males and females. 

Adequate care for abandoned 
or delinquent children and better 
medical care and a support sys¬ 
tem for the aged was also high up 
on the priorities list A change of 
legislation of social security and 
retirement laws to meet the appa¬ 
rent changes in the structure of 
society and the increased life ex¬ 
pectancy in the Middle Eastern 
countries also appeared on the list 
of recommendations. 

Special emphasis was given to 
the impact ami thus the role of 
the mass media in the education 
of social and sexual mores and 
rotes. It was suggested that a 
more studied scientific approach 
be used in deciding what goes on 
televirion. 

The recommendations said that 
die effects of migrations, im¬ 
migrations and technological 
changes on the society need to be 
studied with more detail to deter¬ 
mine future steps. 

The Arab media was also cal¬ 
led upon to provide continued 
educational services through the 
mass media to those youths who 
have not been able to keep up 
with their education by conven¬ 
tional means because of circumst¬ 
ances beyond their control. The 
children in Palestine and Leba¬ 
non were specifically referred to 
here. 

Dr. Hubert Dobeis, of the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 
stressed that in West Germany, 
such symposiums would be able 
to influence the formation of pub¬ 
lic opinion and of policy makers. 

Although tiie two organisers 
Sre both non-governmental agen¬ 
cies, Dobeis stressed that “any 
e f fort of this kind can develop its 
greatest possible effect only when 
those in charge of policymaking 
and politics are ready to listen 
and to take into account the 
exper tis e and the findings of 
those who have experience and of 
those who have knowledge.” 

Several presentations stood out 


in their applicability to all of the 
Middle East whereas others re¬ 
ferred to very specific conditions. 

A presentation made by Mor- 
rocan delegate Dr. Aicha Belar- 
bi, forwarded that adults in their 
socialisation of children incul¬ 
cate gwen feminine and masculine 
roles. She said that mothers 
transmit the norms of a social 
order which forms the concept of 
what a man and a women “should 
be.” 

Dr. Afi O thm an of the Queen 
Aha Jordan Social Welfare Fluid, 
commenting on the presentation 
by Dr. Bdarbi said that “men 
and women need liberating in our 
society. A mutual respect needs 
to exist where one sees the other 
gender as an individual not a 
male or a female.” 

O thman also pointed out that 
the existing structures in our soci¬ 
ety and its institutions may very 
well have played a significant role 
in bringing about certain social 
concepts of male and female 
roles. 

In addition to giving a dear 
picture of the Israeli repression of 
Arabs in the occupied territories. 
Dr. Suad Dajani, from the Cen¬ 
tre for Hebrew Studies, in her 
presentation of a study entitled 
“the changin g conditions of the 
Palestinian family during the in¬ 
tifada,” suggested that the intifa¬ 
da is acting as a liberating force 
for the Palestinian community. 

In her study she showed Chat. 
previously accepted social atti¬ 


tudes. towards women and the 
elderly were changing fast. She 
said that the co mmunity in the 
territories learned to mobilise 
their human resources against a 
common , enemy and thus, 
through an enforced unity, room 
for new values had been made. 

Several male participants had 
dearly promoted the importance 
of the womans rote at home, and 
one went as far as to say that 
women only work “to be seen by 
men, and earn money to buy 
more dothes and make up.” Isla¬ 
mic tennants were used in justify¬ 
ing women’s place at home. 

In a very vocal response to 
those that espouse such social 
thoughts, Dr. Othman said “from 
the perspective of Islam all peo¬ 
ple irrespective of gender, race 
and culture come with the same 
capacities to grow into intelligent 
adults. In tins sense Islam does 
not differentiate between the 
male and female. Both are re¬ 
quired to use the mind given to 
them by God to seek knowledge. 

“When Islam speaks of distinc¬ 
tions,” Othman said, “it speaks 
of a division of labour. Both 
parents are responsible for a 
child’s education and a family, 
from the perspective of Islam, is a 
family of individuals who are 
believers through their own 
efforts.” 

* Othman also pointed out that “in 
Islam a person, whether male or 
female, is obedient only to God.” 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing 

Government Tenders Directorate 
Invitation for Tender No. 

51/89/Central 

The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
issues Addendum No. 1 to Tender No. 51/89/Central 
(request for proposals for upgrading and expansion of As 
Samra Waste Stabilisation Pond System). 

ADDENDUM NO. 1 

The qualification of the Jordanian engineering consultant 
outlined in lines 10,11,12 and 13 of page 1 of the RFP is 
changed to read as in para 1 and 2 below: 

1. "The qualifications of the Jordanian consultant shall 
include being listed as grade (company) in the fields of 
water and sewerage, electrical, mechanical, roads and 
structural projects by the Jordanian Engineers Asso¬ 
ciation. If a Jordanian consulting company lacks any of 
these specialisations, it can form a joint venture with 
another listed Jordanian consulting company to cover 
all required specialisations.” 

2. The delivery date of the proposals outlined in page 3 of 
the RFP is postponed to not later than 13:30 Wednes¬ 
day, Feb. 7, 1990. 

3. Interested Jordanian consultants are requested to 
advise their U.S. associates of this addendum. 

Director/Govemment Tenders Directorate 
Chairman of the Central Tenders Committee 
Eng. Salem Qudah 


Princess Basma lauds 
efforts of voluntary 
organisations in Salt 


SALT (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Tuesday visited Salt, In the Balqa governo¬ 
rate, and inspected a number of organisations 
involved in voluntary and social activities. 

Later Tuesday, ax a meeting should be laid down to involve 
with the heads of these organisa- private and public participation in 
tions, the Princess, who is chair- charitable and humanitarian 
person of the board of trustees of work, and ways should be found 


the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fond (QAF), discussed a 
number of problems that tend to 
impede the work of charity in the 
governorate, and reviewed mea¬ 
sures that should be taken to 
promote the organisations’ activi¬ 
ties and programmes. 

The Princess voiced her appre¬ 
ciation of the e ff orts being 
irr voluntary and charitable work 
and called for increased participa¬ 
tion on the part of the private 
sector in humanitarian activities. 

She said that plans based on 
sound and strong foundations 


to encouj»gB-self-refiance on the 

part of the organisations to partly 
finance projects. 

Salt Mayor Abdul Razzafc 
Nsour was among the speakers at 
the meeting which was attended 
by beads of various local institu¬ 
tions. 

Nsour said that the Salt Muni¬ 
cipality was ready to provide fata¬ 
lities for the charitable and volun¬ 
tary organisations to promote 
their essential services to the 
community. 

Princess Basma later heard a 


review of the organisations’ prog¬ 
rammes presented by Moham¬ 
mad Keflani, president of the 
governorate’s Fe .'^ration of 
Charitable Organisations. He 
outlined the federation’s activi¬ 
ties, services in various fields and 
plans for the future. 

Also Tuesday, Princess Basma 
opened a children’s drawing and 
painting exhibition by the Salt 
Women's Society. On display 
were various drawings by chil¬ 
dren as well as children’s books. 

The Princess also opened two 
charity bazaars displaying hand¬ 
icrafts, clothing and knit-wear by 
local charitable and voluntary 
organisations. 

Governor Faleh Al Gharaibeh. 
and the Ministry of Social De¬ 
velopment’s secretary general 
were among officials present at 
the meeting and the subsequent 
ceremonies. 


Mahafzah named Yarmouk president 


Along with the exhibition, en¬ 
gineers and specialists from the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources have been asked to 
talk in depth about energy con¬ 
sumption in Jordan, means of 
conserving energy at homes and 
various buildings and the use of 
insulation materials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yarmouk 
University is to have a new presi¬ 
dent, Dr. Ah Mahafzah, to suc¬ 
ceed Dr. Mohammad Hamdan 
who became Minister of Educa¬ 
tion and Higher Education in the 
new government of Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mudar Badran, according to a 
report in the local press Tuesday. 

The decision was taken by the 
Council of Higher Education, 
chaired by Dr. Hamdan hims elf, 
according to the report. 

It said that Mahafzah, who 
served as President of Mu’ta Uni¬ 
versity, near Karak, will take up 
the post of Yarmouk University 
president, and Dr. Awad 
Khleifat, a former Minister of 
Youth, wil become president of 
Mu’ta University pending a 
Royal Decree. 

The decision coincided with the 
release of students involved in 


dashes at Yarmouk University in 
the past week. 

According to a press report 
Irbid Governor Jawdat Sboul 
ordered the release of the stu¬ 
dents following an expression of 
deep regret on their pan and 
their parents over the incident in 
which opposing groups were in¬ 
volved in fights in the campus and 
outside the university compound 
resulting in damages to an exhibi¬ 
tion inside the university, held 
on the second anniversary of the 
intifada. 

The report said that all the 
students were released following 
a solemn pledge that they will 
abide by the university regula¬ 
tions and will avoid any actions 
that might cause disturbances of 
any sort or harm national unity. 

Speakers at the meeting with 
the governor pledged to uphold 


the Joi danian -Pales tinian unity 
within the Kingdom, and to refrain 
from any violations of regula¬ 
tions. 

The governor made a brief 
speech at the meeting, expressing 
bus determination to deal firmly 
with future disturbances and 
advising the students to direct 
their attention towards their stu¬ 
dies. 

The clashes at Yarmouk Uni¬ 
versity were fully debated by the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Saturday, and the incident was 
strongly condemned by Parlia¬ 
ment and the government alike.. 

Altogether, 13 students were 
detained for questioning over the 
affair , and Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran promised full investiga¬ 
tion into the causes of the affair, 
stressing that the government will 
not be lenient with the culprits. 


Regional seminar to discuss 
experiments in conducting sensus 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from nine Arab countries, includ¬ 
ing Jordan, gathered here Tues¬ 
day for a three-day training semi¬ 
nar to discuss Arab countries' 
experiments in conducting a 
general population census. 

The seminar, which was orga¬ 
nised jointly by tire Baghdad- 


based Arab Institute for Training 
and Research in Statistics and the 
Department of Statistics in Jor- 
, dan, will review working papers 
on statistical research. 

The working papers were from 
the Council of Arab Economic 
Unity (CAEU), the Economic 
and Social Commission for West¬ 


ern. Asia (ESCWA), the Bagh¬ 
dad-based institute and the parti¬ 
cipating countries. 

According to the Statistics De¬ 
partment here, the papers deal 
with conducting censuses, re¬ 
quirements for conducting a cen¬ 
sus and training of personnel to 
take charge of the process. 


Japanese community contributes 
JD 2,008 for citadel museum facelift 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Japanese 
community in Jordan has made a 
major contribution to a project to 
give new life to the archaeological 
museum in the Amman CitadeL 

Their donation of JD 2,008, 
provided by the Japanese embas¬ 
sy and a number of Japanese 
companies mil be used to support 
work currently underway on up¬ 
dating displays and providing 
good labelling for items on show 
at the mnsuern. 

Japanese companies contribut¬ 
ing to the project, included C. 


Itoh and Co., Sumitomo Corp., 
Kenzo Tange Associates, Nissho 
Iwai Corp. Fujitsu Ltd, Bridges¬ 
tone Carp., Marubeni Corp., 
Mitsubishi Corp. and Mitsui and 
Co. 

The museum project is being 
carried out by the staff of the 
Department of Antiquities with 
the active support of the Friends 
of Archaeology (FOA), which is 
providing volunteers for transla¬ 
tion, design and Layout. 

Twenty international experts 
have also been asked to provide 


brief introductory texts on diffe¬ 
rent historical periods and impor¬ 
tant artefacts. 

The project is expected to cost 
JD 4,000 and the Japanese con¬ 
tribution will be supplemented by 
a contribution from funds raised 
by the recent Friends of 
Archaeology charity walk and 
other sources. J- 

The project organisers, led by 
FOA member Ingrid Roddis are 
also looking for more volunteers, 
particularly those with translation 
skills or artistic ability. 


Celebrate 

Butter Boll Turkeys 

Have Just arrived from the States 

These delicious plump and 
butter basted turkeys make 
your X-mas lunch special 



Available at: 
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Bolstering 

democracy 


HIS Majesty King Hussein’s reaffirmation of the commit¬ 
ment of the Kingdom to democracy in a speech delivered on 
the occasion of the graduation of two groups of army 
commanders from die Royal War College and the Royal 
Command and Staff Academy Monday came at the right 
time and in the wake of the Yarmouk University incident 
last week. It will be recalled that one of the negative aspects 
of the Yarmook incident is its implications on the process of 
democratisation in the country. The words of King Hussein 
were most apt therefore when he reminded the people of 
Jordan that the promotion and protection of democracy, 
which the country has chosen, must emanate first and 
foremost from the conscience and behaviour of the people of 
Jordan, both individually and collectively. In other words, 
in order for democracy to develop, progress and be 
consolidated, it must be deeprooted in the hearts and minds 
of the men and women of Jordan. Without nurturing 
democracy within ourselves, there is no way that democracy 
as a policy and style of government would have a chance to 
survive the trials and tribulations to which it will sorely be 
subjected. 

In this context there is no way that the people could 
acquire the required democratic behaviour and practice 
unless school curricula in Jordan incorporates dvic courses 
at the earliest possible time in their educational process. 
Given the fact that the people of Jordan have little 
democratic traditions and training, there is no way that they 
can acquire the democratic behaviour and the degree of 
tolerance for the opposing view if they are not inculcated 
within the education a] process as early as possible. Thus, 
through early education and training, the people of Jordan 
would obtain the sense of responsibility and commitment to 
the Constitution and laws of the country as well as 
democratic traditions. In this vein, one wonders if our 
students ever learn anything about their Constitution and 
other bask laws in Jordan in order for them to comprehend 
and appreciate their contents. 

It is therefore the fervent hope and aspiration of the 
people of Jordan that the educational authorities in the 
Kingdom will henceforth introduce courses within the 
elementary and secondary educational curricula and thus to 
begin the process of educating the Jordanians in the proper 
style of democracy. Such a step would also be in harmony 
and in furtherance of His Majesty King Hussein’s admoni¬ 
tion that without responsibility and appropriate democrati¬ 
cally-oriented personality, democracy in Jordan will fatter 
and suffer setbacks. The clashes between students at 
Yarmouk University last weds highlight most of ail that even 
our educated people are not prepared intellectually and 
philosophically to the elementary practice of democracy- It 
is therefore most imperative that the process of teaching and 
learning about democracy and the meaning and implications 
of citizenship begin soonest 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’l Arabic daily on Tuesday dwelt on King Hussein's address 
at the graduation of army officers in which he emphasised the 
meaning of democratic life within the framework of the constitu¬ 
tion and the Kingdom's laws and rules. The paper stressed that 
the King chose to confirm the link between the national 
infrastructure and unity and the parliamentary and democratic 
life, pointing out that responsibility for the country's democracy 
lies with all the citizens, particularly with the legislative and 
executive authorities in the country. The paper pointed out that 
Jordan has won credibility world-wide due to its moderate 
policies, its dedication to serve the cause of peace and its true 
commitment to Arab causes. The King has called for the 
enhancement of this credibility by reflecting Jordan's democracy- 
oriented image to the outside world and through manifesting the 
Jordanian people's commitment to the true sense of democracy 
and freedom, the paper added. The King's speech, the paper 
pointed out, reflected the King's concern as a leader to direct his 
people along the path to democratic and parliamentary life in 
which all intellectuals, politicians, journalists and educationists 
should take part. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Tuesday urges Iraq and 
Syria to mend fences and try to reach common ground for 
reconciliation specially as the two countries confront common 
challenges. Mahmoud Rimawi points to the fact that both 
countries stand to lose as a result of their continued differences 
over ideological matters although they both support common 
principles and goals. The writer refers to Turkey’s recent decision 
to cut off the Euphrates River water from the two countries 
because it needs the writer to fill its reservoirs behind its newly 
built dams on the same river; and notes that vast agricultural lands 
in both Syria and Iraq are threatened with untold damage and loss 
as a result of this Turkish action. The writer also refers to Syria's 
refusal to allow Iraq to carry its crude oil through pipelines 
running through Syrian territory to the Mediterranean sea, thus 
forcing Iraq to opt for another network of pipelines going through 
Turkish territory, and causing losses for the two countries. The 
writer cites the two examples just to show the amount of benefits 
which the two Arab countries stand to gain if they opt for 
cooperation instead of confrontation and continued hostility. He 
says that the common interests and the national goals should be 
sufficient for the two countries to join forces and pool their 
resources for their mutual benefit. 


Al Dnstonr Arabic daily newspaper discussed King Hussein's 
address at a ceremoiny for the graduation of senior army officers 
from the Royal War College. The King’s address presented a 
clear-cut pledge for pursuing the course of democracy and 
parliamentary life within the context of the constitution and the 
country’s set of laws and rules, the paper noted. It said King 
Hussein has emphasised the need for all citizens to display a spirit 
of responsibility and to remain committed towards serving the 
national goals. 




The following is the full text of Prime Minister Mudar Badran’s 
government policy-statement as presented to the Lower House of 
Pa rliam ent Tuesday seeking a vote of confidence. Translation 
from Arabic to English was made by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 


In the name of God, tbe 
Merciful, tbe Compassionate 


Excellency Speaker 
Excellencies Deputies, 


IN MY NAME and in the name 
of my colleagues, the minis ters of 
the government I was enstrusted 
by His Majesty King Hussein, the 
exalted, to form, I salute your 
council and congratulate every¬ 
one of you for gaining the confi¬ 
dence of the people in honest and 
free elections, and I present the 
ministerial statement of my gov¬ 
ernment beseeching Almighty to 
lead crar steps in our performance 
to serve our dear Jordan in its 
democratic march to freedom and 
its commitment to face the chal¬ 
lenge as imposed by the new 
phase. 

It honours me and my govern¬ 
ment to present to His Majesty 
the King our wannest thanks and 
most sincere allegiance for the 
confidence bestowed by His 
Majesty upon us. wishing His 
Majesty all success in his en¬ 
deavour, and requesting Almigh¬ 
ty to grant us tbe ability to shoul¬ 
der the burden with which we 
have been entrusted. 

AS it presents its ministerial 
statement, my government 
asserts its total concern over per¬ 
petual cooperation with your 
council: this cooperation eman¬ 
ates from the government’s deep 
sense of responsibility imposed 
by the new stage requiring con¬ 
sultation, views exchange, and 
positive interaction between the; 
executive and the legislative au¬ 
thorities to serve the interests of 
the Jordanian people, who, 
through their awareness, man¬ 
ifested great ability in facing dan¬ 
gers and drew the path of solid 
national unity and willingly took 
over tbe historical responsibility. 

The government affirms that its 
commitment to the directives of 
His Majesty tbe King as con¬ 
tained in the letter and speech 
from the throne, together with its 
careful reading of yonr respected 
council’s reply to it; its awareness 
of the realities and capabilities, 
and its ■ understanding of the 
ideological, political, social, 
cultural and economic dimen¬ 
sions of the new phase, constitute 
the general framework of this 
statement we are presenting to 
your respected council. 

The government has strived 
towards this end with an impartial 
and objective spirit, and realistic 
outlook, hoping that this state¬ 
ment will represent a sincere re¬ 
sponse to the aforesaid, and that 
-it will be considered as a prog¬ 
ramme for a forthcoming stage 
and as a governmental work 
method within the democratic 
trend of the movement of the 
Jordanian society in an atmos¬ 
phere of tolerance, popular parti¬ 
cipation, constructive dialogue, 
and deep sense cf responsibility. 

Upon His Majesty's directives, 
the government had announced 
in your council the availability of 
the political will to abolish mar¬ 
tial law and to liquidate all re¬ 
maining effects of tbe said law by 
taking steps to return suspended 
passports to their owners, secur¬ 
ing tire freedom of work, travel 
and movement for all citizens, 
releasing political prisoners, res¬ 
toring the elected boards to the 
three Jordanian dailies mid abo¬ 
lishing a previous order to dis¬ 
solve tbe Jordan Writers Associa¬ 
tion. As study of the legal and 
economic effects of that law are 
being considered at the present, 
in a sound legal way, ensuring the 
stability of rights and the proper 
course of work, I announce from 
this coundJ that martial law is 
now considered frozen except 
those parts of it relevant to the 
liquidation of the traces of mar¬ 
tial law, and until such laws were 
constitutionally abolished as early 
as possible. 

The government, while taking 
such measures, reaffirms its total 
keenness towards tbe honouring 
of the constitution and its com¬ 
mitment to implement it in word 
and spirit. The government con¬ 
siders that constitutional 
advancement is portrayed by the 
maturing of public opinion, the 
commitment of tbe citizen to de¬ 
fend the basic human rights in 
freedom, education and work, 
die citizen’s concern over tbe 
securing of his country, accepting 
the views of othes with freedom 
and tolerance. The constitutional 
advancement is also portrayed by 
the citizen’s rejection of corrup¬ 
tion and by his standing up to any 
attempt to transgressing over the 
freedom of others, and the peo¬ 
ple’s right to express their opin¬ 
ion by various means. 

It also considers that consulta¬ 
tion and democracy make the 
unique form of die salient fea¬ 
tures of the citizen's interaction 
with his dvic experiment based 
on die freedom, integrity of man 
and equality. He who co mmi ts 
himself to such basics must never 
fear expressing his opinion and 


choice. 

The government is determined 
to implant such concepts through¬ 
out the facets of life, and it sees 
that freedom and authority are 
not contradictory but rather in¬ 
tegral. Without order there is no 
freedom. Freedom of authority is 
tike Gfe for a body. This deter¬ 
mination will extend to reach 
public freedoms such as equality 
before the law, equal opportuni¬ 
ties in holding public office, the 
right of the citizen to enjoy the 
freedom of belief, security, 
education, employment, housing, 
movement, the right to set up 
societies and organisations, to 
freely express opinion in ihe 
press, and not to be prosecuted- 
because of his ideology. Whenev¬ 
er this is available to the dtizen, 
his innovative energy will open 
up and be will become a defender 
of human rights everywhere with¬ 
in tbe team spirit of work and 
sacrifice. 

In compliance with His Majes¬ 
ty’s directives for the preparation 
of a national charter stemming 
from the provisions of the con¬ 
stitution and the constants of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
the government will take whatev¬ 
er measures to execute this sub¬ 
lime mission in cooperation with 
yonr council. 

Tbe government appreciates 
tbe role of the armed forces in the 
defence of tbe country, hence it 
will strive to reinforce them by 
providing them with support, 
tr aining and advanced weapons 
and equipment, in order to en¬ 
able them to perform their sacred 
task in defending the longest line 
of confrontation with tbe Zionist 
enemy. The grand role of the 
armed forces wQl continue to 
defend our country and nation 
against the dangers of the racist, 
Zionist settlement invasion. 

Tbe government will continue 
to provide safety and security to 
the citizenry. From this concept it 
will reinforce the organs of public 
security to enable them to under¬ 
take file responsibility and to 
ensure tbe supremacy of the law 
and order, and to make sure that 
security men wfl] be defenders of 
the democratic experiment. 

Independence of the judiciary 


Tbe government asserts its 
keenness towards tbe independ¬ 
ence of the judiciary, its immun¬ 
ity and supreme standing. 

In conformity with the political 
will to abolish martial law with 
the consequent abolishing of 
emergency courts, the govern¬ 
ment is determined to establish 
the rules of reference to the 
judiciary alone and to take the 
required steps to ensure speedy 
and competitive performance. 

The government will set up a 
constitutional 1 court and will 
amend legislation to speed up this 
process. It will also annul all legal 
texts which provide immunity to 
administrative orders against con¬ 
test with the judiciary. 

In the field of education, the 
government will implement the 
educational development plan to 
improve the standard of learning 
and to combine it with the needs 
of society. This plan includes the 
laying down of fresh curriculum 
for secondary education, the de¬ 
velopment of textbooks and the 
rehabilitation of teachers. 

In the field of culture, the 
government will patronise the 
movements of art and intellect, 
will back the process of publica¬ 
tion, translation and distribution. 
It will encourage writing, will 
continue to offer state awards, 
and will encourage the theatre 
and wili patronise talents. 

In tbe field of youth, the gov¬ 
ernment wil] strive to care for the 
youth and their talents and will 
encourage their interaction with 
other positive experiments on the 
Arab and Muslim levels. The 
government will render special 
attention to releasing the energies 
of sports federations, and to set¬ 
ting up youth organisations with 
specific goals. 

The government will back 
youth dubs, youth centres and 
will improve the standing of 
sports establishments. Tbe gov¬ 
ernment will consider the ques¬ 
tion of voluntary youth work 
camps. 

In the field of Awqaf and 
preaching the government in¬ 
tends to make a qualitative leap 
in the preparation and rehabilita¬ 
tion of preachers. 

The government will strive to 
develop the Zakat fund and to 
generalise it and later to enable it 
to contribute to productive pro¬ 
jects employing needy people. 

Tbe government is striving to 
revise the dimensions of the 
media experiment in order to 
make it capable of reflecting the 
grassroot changes now being wit¬ 
nessed by the Jordanian society. 
The government strives to estab¬ 
lish the role of the media in 
projecting Jordan's civil march. 
In its ideological, cultural, educa¬ 
tional and artistic dimensions and 
within the context of openness. 


freedom of expression and dia¬ 
logue. 

The government asserts tbe 
cultural role of tbe media to 
bolster the educational process 
and to support the steadfastness 
of our people in Palestine, who. 
through their blessed uprising are 
expressing the spirit of the Arab- 
Islanric nation standing firm m 
the face of the Zionist invasion. 

The role of the media will be 
Goncommitant to the Jordanian 
experiment and it will be the 
means of deep expression of its 
dimensions most earnestly, freely 
and responsibly. 

Tbe government will revise the 
law of tbe press and publication 
and will regulate tbe information 
process in order to create the 
society of production rather than 
that of consumption and luxury. 
A new method will be developed 
to ensure the presentation of use¬ 
ful material that conforms with 
the dogma of the nation, its man¬ 
ners and its Arab-Islamic values. 

Tbe government will concen¬ 
trate on an integrated programme 
for administrative development 
aimed at facilitating official proc¬ 
edures, rehabilitating and train¬ 
ing civil servants, preserving pub¬ 
lic funds, eliminating lax adminis¬ 
tration and effectively curbing 
financial corruption. The govern¬ 
ment will present to your council 
a special legislation to combat 
economic crime and to eliminate 
it from our society. Another leg¬ 
islation regulating the work of 
commission dealers will be pre¬ 
sented by the government. 

The government will cooperate 
with your council -to uncover the 
various facades of financial cor¬ 
ruption, and will not tolerate 
corruption or taxation. 

In an attempt to protect public 
funds and the society, the govern¬ 
ment will present legislation to 
your council obliging all those 
bolding high political and admi¬ 
nistrative positions to present to a 
certain authority, to be named by 
the law, a comprehensive and 
documented report on all their 
possessions, and those of their 
spouse and sons including real 
estate and liquid property, 
together with any change in the 
status of these possessions during 
his term in office. 

In tbe services sector, the gov¬ 
ernment win secure the needs of 
tbe dtizen from basic services. 

In the field of health, tbe gov¬ 
ernment win strive to expand its 
services to control medicine 
prices, to set up a parallel market' 
to provide tbe basic medicines, 
will expand the umbrella of 
health insurance gradually by 
building more hospitals and set¬ 
ting up more clinics. 

The government will focus on 
the protection of the environment 
and wiU enact the required leg¬ 
islation to serve this end. 

In tbe social security field, the 
government will lay down a com¬ 
prehensive policy to deal with 
unemployment by organising the 
labour market, increasing capital 
expenditure, encouraging private 
investment, providing training' 
and funds for small projects. 

Tbe government wifi protect 
tbe rights of the working class, 
will support the cooperative 
movement, will encourage un¬ 
ions, render care for the hand¬ 
icapped and the disabled through 
direct support and sodal security. 
The government will support and 
encourage voluntary work orga¬ 
nisations and societies. 


In tbe field of agriculture, tbe 
government will endeavour to 
organise agricultural production, 
to reduce dependence on agri¬ 
cultural imports, to encourage 
the production of local crops and 
to focus on the production of 
strategic commodities like wheat, 
forage and red meat. 

The government will continue 
to unify the sources of agricultu¬ 
ral loans, being a part of tbe basic 
solution of farmers' credits, and 
through rescheduling of loans, 
especially those of small farmers. 
Within its efforts to reform agri¬ 
cultural institutions, the govern¬ 
ment will review its role in order 
to avoid duality, to unity develop¬ 
ment efforts, to savt expenses, 
and agricultural legislation will be 
revised to cope with the changes 
and production, and to facilitate 
the utilisation of government land 
in national investment projects 
and to encourage setting up pro¬ 
ductive cooperatives. The gov¬ 
ernment will also rectify the 
marketing operation, and tbe 
production system in order to 
block exploitation and monopoly 
and subsequent harm done to the 
farmer and consumer alike, and 
to facilitate the marketing of agri¬ 
cultural products and to open 
new markets. 

In order to embody public par¬ 
ticipation and development, the 
government will set up a general 
farmers federation to indude spe¬ 
cialised quality federations. Tbe 
government wil! also develop 
cultural patterns, so as to prepare 
graduates from agricultural 
schools to quality for the re¬ 
quisites of modem fanning. The 
government will strive to provide 
the needs of production, price 
controls, secure forage, to pro¬ 
vide veterinary Services and to 


implement a national afforesta¬ 
tion programme. The govern¬ 
ment also asserts its keenness to 
develop tbe southern and eastern 
provinces and the Jordanian 
badia by setting up productive 
agricultural projects in them due 
to their economic and social feasi¬ 
bility. 

In the field of supplies, the 
government will continue to se¬ 
cure a variety of food items, 
control exploitation and monopo¬ 
ly in all their aspects. It will also 
impose tight control on the prices 
of basic food items, and make 
sure of tbe quality of all food¬ 
stuffs and that they match stan¬ 
dards and specifi cations.' 

The government also stresses 
its intention to reinforce the role 
of tbe parallel markets in order to 
secure every f amil y within its 
capability to free the new econo¬ 
mic state. It will encourage the 
creation of consumer protection 
societies. 

In the field of water, tbe gov¬ 
ernment will render ultimate 
attention to our water resources 
by laying down a comprehensive 
strategy for the utilisation of 
underground water, and to im¬ 
prove tbe exploitation of surface 
waters by erecting dams. 

In the field of transport and 
communication, tbe government 
will continue to organise land 
transport operations, will pursue 
the implementation of bilateral 
and multilateral agreements. The 
government will take the neces¬ 
sary measures to revise tbe stnic- 
tine rtf this sector in order to 
rectify the status of some of its 
establishments. The government 
will focus on our national carrier, 
the Royal Jordanian, and will 
execute the financial and admi¬ 
nistrative development project of 
the telecommunications project. 

In tbe field of public works and 
housing, the government will 
strive to complete the road net¬ 
work which has already been 
started in Jordan. 

The government will expand 
rural and agricultural roads to 
cope with the needs of local 
societies. The government will 
review the housing and urban 
development policy in order to 
secure the proper housing for 
workers and civil servants. 

In tbe field of local administra¬ 
tion and regional development, 
tbe government will render sup¬ 
port to municipal and rural coun¬ 
cils .and trill review all respective 
-legislation, and-will-inclement 
administrative! decentralisation 
and will continue to supply rural 
areas and the badia with water, 
electricity and other services. 

In tbe field of energy and 
mineral respurces, tbe govern¬ 
ment will continue to explore for 
oil and gas after tbe discovery of 
promising gas quantities in Al 
ristaeh. and tbe government will 
consider the best methods to ex¬ 
ploit this gas in the generation of 
power and in petrochemical in¬ 
dustries in particular. 

The government will render 
special attention to other energy 
alternatives such as tbe utilisation 
of shale oil, solar energy and 
wind energy. 

The government will render 
special attention to the increase 
of our mineral exports mainly 
phosphates, potash, fertilisers 
and cement. 

In the field of tourism and 
antiquities, the government will 
encourage internal and external 
tourism by effecting changes in 
the touristic method through 
cooperation with the private sec¬ 
tor. It will also render care to all 
ancient, religious and natural 
sites with the cooperation of in¬ 
ternational organisations. 


Economy 


' You have noticed that during 
the past five years, there was 
recession in growth rate and re¬ 
cession in tbe volume of invest¬ 
ment given the fact that the 
population growth continued at a 
high rate as a result of which the 
standard of living and the per 
capita income decreased. During 
that period, the government re¬ 
sorted to larger spending which 
resulted in the accumulation of 
deficit in the general budget, and 
depleted the government foreign 
currency reserves, and an in¬ 
crease in tbe volume of debt. 

The previous government, 
since its inception, strived to con¬ 
tain the financial crisis and to. 
treat its effects by embarking on 
an economic rectification prog¬ 
ramme through the rescheduling 
of some of tbe foreign loans, and 
intensifying efforts to increase 
Arab support. This programme is 
an integrated national effort for 
the coming years, rf*»m nn d»ng the 
consolidation of all efforts. The 
government will develop this 
programme to become a compre¬ 
hensive national programme that 
will achieve more investment • 
opportunities, will encourage 
export, and provide work oppor¬ 
tunities, and will improve the 
standard of living of the citizen. 

The government would tike to 
present to your council the basic 
foundation of this programme on 
the hope that its implementation 
will contribute to surmounting 


the economic crisis. These found¬ 
ations are: 

1. Increasing national savings 
and curb ing consumption, espe¬ 
cially the consumption of luxury 
items. 

2. Increasing investment rates 
and development of agriculture 
with s pecial attention to small 
and medium projects undertaken 
by the private sector. 

3. Striving to achieve internal 
and external balance by reducing 
deficit in the general budget, and 
by bolstering the balance of pay¬ 
ments. 

4. Achieving social security 
through balanced distribution of 
the burden of the comprehensive 
national programme of economic 
reform. 

The government will adopt 
several financial and ‘monetary 
policies alongside other economic 
policies, that are capable of 
achieving these foundations and 
goals. 

In the field of financial policy, 
the comprehensive national re¬ 
form programme is based on tbe 
increase of revenues, control of 
government expenditure, reduc¬ 
tion in the general budget. 

In. the field of local revenues, 
the government will adopt the 
followig bases: 

1. To spread the tax burden in 
a just manner among all categor¬ 
ies of tbe society. 

2. To revise the structure of the 
tax system by relying on direct 
taxes and indirect taxes on com¬ 
modities and services with less 
dependence on customs revenue. 

3. Collection of fare fees for 
services offered by the govern¬ 
ment and its institutions taking 
into consideration the alleviation 
of the burden of such fees from 
the poor and the low income 
categories. 

4. To continue to provide tax. 
encouragement for investment 
and export operations. 

The government believes that 
the income from taxes in accord¬ 
ance «rith current laws is suffi¬ 
cient to the needs of the treasury 
without any increases or basic 
additions in taxes. 

As far as general expenses are 
concerned, the government’s 
policy aims at checking the rise in 
these expenses, and to steer them 
on the following foundations: 

1. To maintain the level a Of 
basic services. 

2. To maintain an appropriate 
• level of capita] expenditure and 

to continue' to implement new 
projects in the field of education¬ 
al development, health, water 
and phosphate production. 

3. To review the conditions of 
independant governmental cor¬ 
porations, to ensure better admi¬ 
nistration and better competence. 

4. To continue to subsidise 
food items. 

As regards internal and exter¬ 
nal public debt, the government 
will adopt the following policies: 

1 . limit governmental borrow¬ 
ing. both internal and external, 
within the limitations of the 
general budget law. 

2. The government commit¬ 
ment to valid laws in its internal 
borrowing. And the government 
will strive to curb resorting to the 
banking establishments to finance 
its activities and expenses. 

3. Obtaining foreign loans 
should fall within the national 
comprehensive programme for 
economic reform. 

4. To convert the largest por¬ 
tion of commercial loans to long 
range loans and from internation¬ 
al establishments under easy 
terms. 

5. Considering the possibility 
of issuing the general public debt 
law. 

6 . To ease the burden of fore¬ 
ign debt by rescheduling foreign 
debts maturing in 1991 and 1992. 

As regards the monetary policy 
and tbe balance of payments, the 
government will adopt the follow¬ 
ing policies: 

1. To reinforce the independ- 
ance of the Central Bank in order 
to secure its role in preserving 
monetary stability in order to* 
secure the stability of the value of 
the dinar and zo build up the 
national reserve of foreign cur¬ 
rency. The government will also 
bolster the role of the Central 
Bank in overseeing financial and 
banking establishment. 

2. To achieve external balanc¬ 
ing and to improve the balance of 
payments through the aforesaid 
financial and monetary policy, 
and through foe encouragement 
of investment and export by acti¬ 
vating the role of the private 
sector within the following poli¬ 
cies: 

a- To reinforce the role of the 
private sector and its establish¬ 
ments so as to become one of the 
basic foundations of the national 
comprehensive programme for 
economic reform, and the adjust¬ 
ment of the legislation which 
steer the performance of this 
sector. 

b- To proceed with the opera¬ 
tion of institutional development 
so as to support investment and 
export by setting up a corporation 
to finance exports and another 
corporation to s ec ure it, and to 
develop one of the evictin g cor¬ 
porations to undertake the opera¬ 


tion rtf marketing investment and 
Jordanian exports. 

c- Defining high calibre indus¬ 
tries in order to improvetheni. 

d- To render special attention 
to sectors with high growth capa-. 
bilities, and to the small projects 
with high revenue as regards 
labour and die ability to export" 


Foreign policy 


The problem of Palestine is \ 
basic and fateful problem to Jor-^ 
dan, hence die government 
obliged to stand by tbe people of 
Palestine, to back their national - 
rights, and their just struggle/ 
under tbe leadership of the FLO,' 
their legitim ate and sole repre- - 
sentative. 

The government’s decision to . 
sever legal and administrative ties 
vrith the occupied West Bank, 
came as a response to a request 
by tbe Palestinian leadership and 
people, and in com p l ian ce with- 
the general Arab desire to project: 
the Palestinian national identity... 

The decision has bolstered the.' 
Pales tinian popular uprising Frith 
overflowing political support, and 
restored the problem to its origins: 
a problem of colonised people 
craving for independence over 
their national sod. 

The government affirms that 
there is nothing in this decision 
that might weaken in any Fray the 
historic and national bond be¬ 
tween Jordan and Palestine which 
the Hashemites shouldered 
through their long history. There¬ 
fore, the government will pro¬ 
ceed Frith its everlasting commit¬ 
ment to stand by the Arab people 
of Palestine in their just struggle 
and in'backing their blessed up¬ 
rising, and to offer further help 
through various means including 
care for martyrs’ families, 
marketing of products, backing - 
the economy mid organising the 
freedom of movement in Jordan. 
The government will also consid¬ 
er the human and personal effects 
entailed by the decision of disen-: 
gagement, and Frill take measures 
to ease tbe agony and to remove . 
sufferings without touching the 
core of this detisioa. 

‘ The government will continue - 
to honour Jordan's obligations 
towards Jerusalem, the Aqsa 
Mosque, the Xbrahimi Mosque, 
the sharia courts in the occupied 
West Bank, tbe waqf of Jeru¬ 
salem and all relevant issues such 
as schools and colleges. 

The government wiU continue 
to back the steadfastness through 
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
committee. 


The government will continue 
Frith all interest to rehabilitate the 


Aqsa Mosque, the Dome of the 
Rock and other installations ex¬ 
isting in tbe Al Haram Al 
Shareef. 

The government will continue 
to stand by sister Iraq in its drive 
to achieve peace, to secure its 
legitimate rights over its territory 
and waters, to put an end to 
attempts of intervention in its 
affairs, and to ensure the security. 
of the countries of the region and 
their stability on the basis of good 
neighbouriiness and mutual re¬ 
spect. 

Tbe governmeqx stands in . 
favour of intensifying efforts to 
convert the ceasefire between 
Iraq and Iran into a just and 
durable peace, and never let it - 
develop into a state of no-war -. 
no-peace. 

Tbe government win pursue 
international efforts to bring ck*i 
er the views of Iraq and nun in 
order to resume tbe direct peace 
negotiations between the two 
parties according to the provi¬ 
sions of the ceasefire agreement 
leading to the implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 598. 

The government appeals to the 
Iranian leadership to respond to 
the humanitarian need of prison¬ 
ers exchange and return to their 
families. 

As regards the Lebanese crisis, 
the government will work., 
together with the sister Arab 
countries to help Lebanon out of 
its crisis. The government will 
continue to support the efforts of 
the higher Arab tripartite com¬ 
mittee, and the new Lebanese.. 
leadership to proceed to imple¬ 
ment the Tayif agreement. 

The government will direct its 
effort to buttress the march of the 
Arab Cooperation Council in all 
facets. In order to make- this 
council a pioneering national ex¬ 
periment and an advanced ver¬ 
sion of the Arab national per¬ 
formance that flinrK at advancing 
it to the level of a successful and . 
significant example in socio-eco¬ 
nomic development on unitary., 
bases at a time when economic 
groupings are playing a leading 
role on the international arena. 
The government looks forward to 
see the ACC contribute Frith its ■ 
two peers, the Gulf Cooperation . 
Conocii and the Arab Maghreb 
Union, in enriching the joint / 
national effort. Our action 
through the ACC will be directed/ 
to bolster the Arab joint action in 
its wider sphere, the context/of 
the Arab League, in order to • 
miprove the Arab League-per¬ 
formance to be able to copewitir/! 


(Continued on page $) 
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ow ancient rites were ‘converted’ 


v After the infant Jesus, the most 
g important figure of Christmas is 
rts ^ ^ jxrofcaWy Santa Claus or Father 
igfc ^Christinas, a character based on 
a Nicholas, the fourth-century 

srwfH ^Bishop of Myra in Asa Minor. 
tE* Although little is known about 
iterSJl* Bfc «** WOEk * St'Nicholas 
^became the patron saint of the 
afek * first Russians to be converted to 
loJ Christianity. He also became the 
a foo. -protector of maimers, farmers 
^ gad shepherds. The belief still 
of b. persists that on his feast day 
■ ' \ aarawfing wolves will spare die 
, lambs and chickens. 

^etwj In many European countries 
■JPthe Christinas celebrations start 
?S5»# St. Nicholas’s Dot, Dec. 6. 
** jus ^QriWrca leave their shoes out on 
.My the window sill before going to 
and s^jjed and wake up the following 
^morning to find them filled with 
Dili’s {L -(iretis. 

This custom derives from the 
legend that Bishop Nicholas used 
Xuc^'Id place gifts of food, dothing 
an 'eadJ^and money outside the homes of 
L C| stJ£$ *e poor. 

bdesj^ Christmas celebrations have 
natioJJt eristed for nmdi longer than the 
has [wgj Christian festival itself. In the 
ulaj distant past, when man was total¬ 

ities £5»fr dependent on weather condi-. 
?ltm JJJ*. dons for producing food, season- 
coWu^, al changes were a great influence. 

Festivities woe held on Decem- 
aij ^‘ber 22, the time of the winter 
^ solstice (when the sun was ftutb- 
a ^ est from the earth), to celebrate 
stm’ s gradual return. 

‘ ■ In ancient Rome, Saturnalia, 


the festival of fire and light, was 
held from Dec. 17 to the New 
Tear. Saturn was the God of the 
harvest. Houses were docorated, 
presents were exchanged, ser¬ 
vants would exchange {dace with 
their masters, and a pseudo-King 
was elected to take charge of the 
proceedings. 

The Scandinavians celebrated 
with die festival of Yule. The 
returning sun was marked by 
much eating, the decorating of 
houses, and various ceremonies, 
including the burning of a special¬ 
ly decorated Yule log. 

The actual date of the Nativity 
has never been decided, and as 
late as die fifth century die feast 
was being held on Dec. 25, Jan. 6 
and March 25. Some experts 
claim the correct date is Apnl 19; 
others that it is May 20. 

One thing is certain. Christ was 
not bam on Dec. 25. Shepherds 
would never have fain out in the 
fields during the winter solstice, 
when the weather in Palestine is 
usually very cold. It is for more 
likely that the Three Wise Men 
followed the Star of Bethlehem in 
late March, when the skies would 
have been cloudless. The 
shepherds would then be awake 
at night to take care of the new¬ 
born lambs. 

The Christian leaders probably 
thought that they could never 
stop the ancient pagan rituals, 
and that the answer was to com¬ 
bine them with a Christian 
celebration. Heats features 


^Badran presents programme 


ra ®®i (Continued from page 1) 

basing i*: 

Amiris government would stand in 
favour of intensifying efforts to 
tfcirbQconvert the ceasefire between 
Qfier ^ Iraq and Iran into a just and 
j means s; durable peace, “and will never let 
rtyn,' Jit develop into a state of no-war 
ttoditts^ nopeace.” 

nd orpb He appealed to the Iranian 
veoe^leadBcdof) .“to respond to the 
i; wj]] ^' humanitarian need of prisoners’ 
id Dcryjni- exchange and return to their 

J ' • ■ tamfLxi *» 


the higher Arab tripartite com¬ 
mittee and the new Lebanese 
leadership. 

Badran said the government 
would continue to tighten Jor¬ 
dan’s trilateral relations with all 
the Arab countries and to rein¬ 
force them “within the bonds of 
brotherhood that combine us 
together." 

Badran said the government 
would also continue to develop 
Jordan’s relations with other 
countries on the baas of nnrtnal 
respect and interest within its 
com mi tme nt to the United Na¬ 
tions Charter. 


■V^IV'LL 

Z?£ Government programme 


decision): pumnes. .. 

'•rill tak-t 0® the Lebanese crisis, Badran 
■nv and iflr s® 1 ***** government would 
lAlll lM.Il continue to support the efforts of 


!&/<, (Gmtteoed from page 4) 

demands of our time and to 
slsvamez*™ 1 ® 01ir ^rab Nation’s in- 

, colleccL 

JSL Thegovenunent will contmne 
' . ‘ ''to tighten Jordan’s bilateral rcla- 
vnth all the Arab countries, 
daman-rc^ ^ reinforce them within the 
, bands of brotherhood that com- 
neM ™fbine us together, and as a fuilfil- 
. to *£‘™ 4 n 3 ijt (rf our co mm itment to the 
die D^’Arab League charter and the 
- r i^h^Arab anmnit resolutions. The 
Al Harpovernment will 'strive, in particu¬ 
lar, to increase perpetual coop- 
neoi ^ deration with the neighbouring 
xi bajflCcounlries, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
ace. io Elyria. 

K over sr The government will continue 
o per a Jits open communication and in- 
nfcr. ram inaction with world countries 
{fGsuKfrsaiid international organisations, 

. oi tfe ratin' order to secure our national 
•r. the hatinterests and to protect them. 

• ami b* The go v er nm ent will continue 
to bolster relations with the Isla- 
irne[ j I joimic countries, through our active 
_ sijrint aspartiripaDon in the Islamic Con- 
" ^fteference Organisation, and by 
\ ~ IC j jt erecting the bridges of coopera- 
^ ^ tkm and friendship with the mem- 
. TT-ii if ihef states of the Non-Aligned 
1 w Movement away from the policy 
^of polarisation. 

■Sr‘-tf Within its commitment to the 
charter, the government 
’! lr ^ continue to develop Jordan’s 
w ^iriations with the countries of the 

g,-worid on the basis of mutual 
un? ® Respect and interest. The govern- 
honour its bilateral 
iarK^agreemrats with other countries 
_l Re^^and comply with them to serve 


whenever the need calls. 

The-government feels the im¬ 
perative need for contemplating 
the past with its burdens and the 
future with its challenges. 

We have lived an -acote econo¬ 
mic crisis which we were abje.to 
surmount through the as s istance 
of Almighty and with the deter¬ 
mination of this country’s in¬ 
spired leadership and the con¬ 
sciousness of die people. Lively 
nations review themselves, evalu¬ 
ate their experiments, and search 
for the realities of their condi¬ 
tions with all objectivity, freedom 
and responsibility. 

From this point, the govern¬ 
ment out of its keenness to be¬ 
nefit from past experience ex¬ 
presses its readiness to respond to 
die nation’s representatives to 
provide full information for in¬ 
vestigating the causes and defin¬ 
ing the roles that resulted in the 
economic setback for the purpose 
of pinning responsibility and de¬ 
riving lessons. 

The government is committed 
to take the legal measures that 
are capable of suing those re¬ 
sponsible, and referring them to 
the courts. 

As the government is keen to 
confirm its cooperation with your 
respected council for laying down 
the foundations of democracy 
and consultation between the leg¬ 
islative and executive authorities, 
it presents its statement request¬ 
ing your confidence. 

We pray to God to lead our 
steps to serve our dear Jordan 
and to keep it a free and dear. 


i- ■ • 1 ■ ' • ■ .m 
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Mn« HonscFor Rent 

Ground floor in a two-storey building in Abdoun, with 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large salon., dining and family 
room, glassed-in veranda and patio - wom. (Fitted 
carpets and curtains are also available). Garden, priv ate 
entrance, garage, tetepone and independent central 


For mors Information call 81 #379/821379 



Announces the arrival of new goods produced by 

KHAN AL KHAUU Products 

Arab Republic of Egypt 

Bronze, wooden picture frames, Arabesque silverware, 
papyrus, ceramics, colourful band-made glassware, 
assorted key chains, oriental ear-rings. 

Amman, Third ClrdOJaar Rr» Bookshop 
• Telephone M1(K 652747 


Reviving the silk road 


Northwest China opens to the outside world by 
thrusting westward along the ancient Silk Road 


By Wn Guofpng 
and Wang Qjn gima 

IN OPENING UP to the rest of 
the world, northwest China, be¬ 
cause of its geographical location, 
has thrusted mainly westward, 
establ ishi ng economic and trade 
ties with the Soviet Union and 
countries in what is known as the 
“Islamic Economic Sphere.” 
Like their ancestors, people in 
northwest China are taking the 
Silk Road for prosperity. 

Northwest China consists of 
Shaanxi, Qinghai, Gansu, Xin¬ 
jiang, Ningria and part of Inner 
Mongolia. Their combined area 
accounts for one third of the 
country’s total and is inhabited by 
80 million people, many of them 
Muslims. Traditionally, this area 
of China’s in the heart of Asia 
was linked with die rest of the 
world by the Silk Road, which 
starts from Xi’an, capital of 
Shaanxi, and ends in the Middle 
East and Asia Minor. 

The Silk Road later declined as 
a result of the rapid development 
of marine transportation. Res¬ 
tricted by its unfavorable geog¬ 
raphical location and poor trans¬ 
port facilities, northwest China 
had until recently remained large¬ 
ly cut off from the rest of the 
workL Centuries of isolation have 
left the vast region backward 
economically. 

The Chinese government’s 
open policy, implemented since 
1979, is turning the region again 
into one of China 's gateways to 
the rest of the world. 

One result of the opening is a 
trade boom along the region’s 
border with the Soviet Union, 
Mongolia and Pakistan. The 
volume of border trade, accord¬ 
ing to the State Statistical 
Bureau, readied; $653 milli on in 
1988, 2.37 times that in 1987. 

Sudi trade is especially brisk in 
Xinjiang, which shares a 3,000 
kilometre long border with the 
Soviet Union, Mongolia and 
Pakistan. The region now trades 
with Uzbekistan. Kazakhstan, 
Kirghizia and Tajikistan in Soviet 


central Asia. The volume of Xin¬ 
jiang’s border trade with the 
Soviet Union totalled Sill mil¬ 
lion in 1988, a six-fold increase 
over 1987. 

Five border towns in Xinjiang 
currently do business with the 
Soviet Union, Mongolia and 
Pakistan. At Horgos and Turu- 
gart on the Sino-Soviet border, 
trucks cany Soviet rolled steel, 
cement, chemical fertilizers, 
automobiles and refrigerators to 
Xinjiang, while others ship 
Chinese cotton doth, woolen 
blankets, thermos bottles, gar¬ 
ments, fabrics and sweets in the 
opposite direction. 

Northwest China’s economic 
ties with the outside world are not 
limited to border trade. Xinjiang 
alone, for instance, has estab¬ 
lished trade ties with 50 countries 
and regions in the world. It 
attended the 54th International 
Fair held in Izmir, Turkey, in 
1985 and sponsored an export 
commodity exhibition in Dubai, 
the United Arab Emirates, in 
December 1986. Ningria has also 
bad its products exhibited at 
many international fairs and ex¬ 
port commodity exhibitions in the 
Middle East Northwest China 
exports about $900 million worth 
of products a year. In recent 
years it sells an increasing num¬ 
ber of live sheep and growing 
amounts of vegetables, waterme¬ 
lon seeds and machinery to the 
Middle East 

Economic relations also in¬ 
dude the establishment of joint 
ventures, the provision of labor 
.services, and scientific and tech¬ 
nological exchanges. About 120 
enterprises financed entirely or 
partly by overseas firms have 
been set np so far in northwest 
China, involving a foreign invest¬ 
ment erf $400 million. 

One of these foreign-in vested 
enterprises is the Islamic Interna¬ 
tional Trust & Investment Cor¬ 
poration, a Sino-Saudi Arabian 
joint venture set up in 1988 in 
Yinchuan, capital of Ningria. Its 
two partners are China's Ningria 
Islamic International Trust & De¬ 


velopment Corporation and 
Saudi Arabia's Al-Baraka Invest¬ 
ment & Development Corpora¬ 
tion. The latter put in 60 per cent 
of the $80 millio n investment. 
The joint venture has a term of 50 
years. 

More foreign-financed enter¬ 
prises are expected to be built in 
northwest China. Ningria plans 
to use a $ 15-million Kuwaiti gov¬ 
ernment loan to set up a ferroal¬ 
loy factory. It is also negotiating 
with Egyptian firms on jointly 
producing Muslim beverages and 
garments. 

Last July, Xinjiang and 
Kazakhstan of the Soviet Union 
reached agreement on an econo¬ 
mic and technological coopera¬ 
tion plan cont aining more than 70 
projects. They involve oil ex¬ 
ploitation ana earthquake re¬ 
search, among other fields. 

Enterprises in northwest China 
are also going abroad. Xinjiang, 
for example, will set np two 
facilities in the Soviet Union to 
manufacture thermos flasks. 

But the most active are con¬ 
struction and labor service com¬ 
panies. Currently about 10,000 
northwest China workers work in 
Islamic countries, including 
Egypt, Kuwait, Iraq* Libya, the 
United Arab Emirates and the 
Arab Yemen Republic. Projects 
they have contracted indude gov¬ 
ernment offices, residential hous¬ 
ing, barracks and defence works. 
Gansu province alone has con¬ 
tracted $100 milli on worth of 
projects abroad. 

Cultural e xchange s have also 
expanded. Every year thousands 
of northwest China Muslims go 
on pilgrimage to Mecca. Mean¬ 
while, an increasing number of 
people from Islamic countries 
visit northwest China. Last year, 
Northwest China received 
400,000 foreign visitors. 

To fadKtate a further expan¬ 
sion of economic and cultural 
relations with the outside world, 
northwest China is vigorously im¬ 
proving its transport facilities. A 
railway is being built from Urum- 
qi, capital of Xinjiang, to the 
Ala taw Pass on the Sin o-Soviet 
border, where the railway will be 
connected with a Soviet railroad. 
When completed in October 
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Pakistani business people wait at a bus station in Kashgar city, Xinjiang, for their trip home 
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A Pakistani bos comes into Xinjiang from Kunjirap Pass 

1990, it will be part of a new aircraft. Its latest additions will Signs show that a broader Silk 
“Continental Bridge” linking be three TU-154 planes. A direct Road is opening up in central 

Asia and Europe. airline between Urumqi and Aria. It promises to benefit all 

The Xinjiang Airline Company Alma Ata in the Soviet Union countries and regions lined along- 

is enlarging its fleet of passenger will be open to service soon. ride its path. 


Drug addicts, rats and sewage to make way for urban park 


By Rmma Boyde 
. Reuters 

HONG KONG — Huddled in 
unbelievable squalor just feet be¬ 
neath the Toarmg approach path 
to Hong Kong’s international air¬ 
port, inhabitants of Kowloon's 
notorious walled city cannot be¬ 
lieve their lock. 

The walled city, a stum so 
densely packed that multi-storey 
buildings lean precariously against 
one another, is soon to disa^ear. 

Within two years the govern¬ 
ment will have rehoused and paid 
off all the estimated 30,000 in¬ 


habitants, razed tbe tenements 
and the walled city — where 
police warn tourists and Hong 
Kong’s overseas residents never 
to venture alone — will pass into 
history. 

Officials say Its dark, stinking 
alleyways will make way for a 
green, tree-lined urban park. 

Properly analysts question the 
decision to turn the walled city 
into a park when building land in 
Hong Kong is at a premium. 

But one said it was the only- 
way China and Britain could re¬ 
solve a protracted historical dis¬ 
pute over tbe area dating back 


nearly a century. 

When Britain expanded its 
control of the Kowloon peninsula 
under the 1898 convention of 
Peking, it agreed' that Peking 
.should • retain control -over the 
walled city, then a Chinese garri¬ 
son , as long as it presented no 
threat to Hong Kong. 

London said that condition was 
breached wi thin a year when the 
garrison became involved in an 
anti-British uprising and the 
Chinese troops were evicted. 

Peking never recognised this 
unilateral act and protested from 
time to time over British attempts 


to govern tbe walled city. The rite 
became an embarrassment with 
neither side showing much in¬ 
terest in it. Left alone, it became 
a virtual' no-go area for police 
where opium and gambling dens 
and seedy brothels flourished. 

As late as 1963, Peking formal¬ 
ly protested on behalf of residents 
when Hong kong first proposed 
clearing the walled dty, by then 
walled only in name. The crumb¬ 
ling ramparts weat during world 
war two when Japanese occupa¬ 
tion troops pulled them down and 
used the rubble to expand the 
nearby airport runway. 


Only the signing of tbe 1984 
joint declaration, under whidb 
Britain agreed to hand back 
Hong Kong to Chinese rule, 
cleared the way for resolving the 
issue. 

Three years later the govern¬ 
ment announced its decision to 
turn the walled city into a park, 
paving compensation to tbe resi¬ 
dents and rehousing them in 
modern apartments if they 
wished. 

“I never knew what they were 
deriding for the walled dty, in 
fact I never expected it would be 
demolished so soon, we were 


rather shocked in 1987 when the 
government announced it was 
going to clear the city,” said Chan 
Hip-Ping, vice chairman of the 
walled dty residents' assotiation, 
known in Cantonese as the 
Kaifong. 

The Kaifong office leads off a 
dark-lit stairwell which, unlike 
the rest of the area, at least 
benefits from adequate refuse 
collection. 

Elsewhere the alleys are just 
wide enough to walk in single file 
and rats run at shoulder-height 
along thin ledges. 




DA N MA RKET PL A CE 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance. 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7HUfi 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. AU4A76.- 604696 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, sforaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 
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TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 



SHMAISANI amuan 


Electrolux 

Si m 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TaheawiylfittaBaMa ■ 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 638968 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
‘ available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pai 
7.30-41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd crude 


Tel:6o95i9 659520 


Open daily I2$0 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


f CHEN'S % 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO IIAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% Larger 

* Free eniarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmei&ani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away ■ 4 «rtea 

Open daily Noon-3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



[CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 


Same Day Service 
lor all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel :633418 



H. DERDER1AN & SON. 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE ARAD DANK 
TIL: 622420 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 





Budget 

rant a 


OppL Tho Housing Bank A Plaza HaW 


rentacar*** 

If you have tried the rest, 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

■ i 

Tel: 604231 J 
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Israeli firms report troubles! p *££ “™i! nkin | 


ration pact which tittyJ 11 
as opening the wawZfojl'i 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Koor, the struggling 
Israeli conglomerate, cannot meet its debts without 
help from creditors and the government, Root’s 
managing director Beni Gaon said Monday. 


But Gaon told a parliamentary 
committee no one was consider¬ 
ing liquidating the concern. “Li¬ 
quidation does not serve the in¬ 
terest of the creditors or the 
government,” he said. 

Koor cannot pay its debts from 
internal sources and needs out¬ 
side financial help, Gaon said. 

The firm, which owes more 
than $1 billion, asked the finance 
ministry Sunday for a govern¬ 
ment guarantee in order to avoid 
default on Its U.S. bonds. 

Its written proposal included 
alternatives but the ministry is 
still studying the matter, a finan ce 
ministry spokesman said. 

Banking sources said Koor had 
delayed publication of its third 
quarter financial statements be¬ 
cause they would show that it had 
already defaulted on terms of the 
bonds. 

Israel’s powerful trade union 
association, the Histadrut, which 


controls Koor, said Monday it 
would be ready to transfer part 
ownership to the government in 
return for funds. 

The government earlier agreed 
to give Koor $50 million in return 
for equity, but the deal was never 
completed because of govern¬ 
ment dissatisfaction with Root's 
recovery plan. 

Koor, Israel’s largest industrial 
concern, employs about 25,000 
people, more than 10 per cent of 
the country’s industrial work¬ 
force. 

Last month it presented a new 
five-year recovery plan which in¬ 
cluded a request to write off $125 
million of debts. 

But Israeli banks, owed more 
than $800 million, said' the plan 
was inadequate and based on 
unrealistic estimates of the assets, 
such as its electronics firm 
Tadiran. 

Banking sources said they 


Argentina announces 
dramatic liberalisation 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen¬ 
tina's new economy minister 
announced a dramatic economic 
liberalisation plan Monday that 
will free exchange rates and price 
controls in a drive to counter 
inflation. 

Antonio Eiman Gonzalez, in a 
speech after being sworn in by 
President Carlos Menem, said: 
“This programme aims to kill the 
tiger of hyperinflation, which is 
ready to pounce on us and has 
started to show its claws.” 

Gonzalez, the third economy 
minister of the 23-week-old 
peronist government, said the au¬ 
stral currency would float freely 
against the dollar and be scrap¬ 
ped all controls on prices and 
exchange deals. 

He also scuttled an 11 per cent 
tax rise slapped on exports last 
week by nis predecessor, 
businessman Nestor Rapanelli. 

Gonzalez did not specify when, 
die new measures would take 
effect, although the government 
has extended until Tuesday a 
bank and foreign exchange holi¬ 
day in effect since Friday. 

Gonzalez, a long-time Menem 


aide, took over after Rapanelli 
resigned Friday when markets 
reacted adversely to his Dec. 10 
anti- inflat ion measures. 

The' 54-year-old accountant's 
main task wOl be to restore the 
markets’ confidence in Menem’s 
government after the austral lost 
a quarter of its value against the 
dollar, interest rates shot up and 
some food prices nearly trebled 
last week. 


The new minister reaffirmed 
Menem’s sweeping plans to priva¬ 
tise loss-making companies, de¬ 
regulate key sectors of the eco¬ 
nomy and allow private enter¬ 
prise a freer hand. 

Speaking after Gonzalez, 
Menem reaffirmed his commit¬ 
ment to economic reform. 


“We most fight together to 
make it work,” he said. His prog-' 
r amm e cut monthly inflation to 
5.6 per cent in October from a 
record 200 per cent in July. 

But private economists esti¬ 
mate monthly inflation will sur¬ 
pass 20 per cent this mouth, more 
than 10 times the rate Rapanelli 
had forecast for December. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, December 19, 1989- 
Central Bank official rates 


Dcntschemark 372b 375.7 

Swiss franc 415.3 419.5 

French franc 108.9 110.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 446.8 451 3 
Dutch guilder 330.1 333.4 

Swedish crown 1Q2L5 103.5 

Italim lira (for 10G) 49b 503 

Belgian franc (for 10) 177.6 179.4 


U3. dollar 
Found Sterling 


Boy Sell 
643.0 649.0 
1031.1 1041.4 






LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6045.55 

1.1605/15 

1.7325/32 

1.9565/75 

1.5536/46 

36.40/44 

5.9150/200 

1291/1292 

143.85/95 

6.2780/830 

6.6840/90 

6.7360/410 

411.25/411.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemaxks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKET REPORTS 


SYDNEY — Demand for banking and resources stocks shored up 
Australia’s market after its weaker opening to end the day firmer. 
The All-Ordinaries finished 3.2 up at 1,632.4. 

TOKYO — Market overheating jitters and concerns about a 
possible discount rate rise pushed Tokyo stocks down. The Nikkei 
dosed 147.08 points lower at 38,439.10. 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong stocks fell in reaction to Wall 
Street’s 42-point dive. The Hang Seng retreated 20.79 points to 
2,897.42. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed on a mixed note the Straits 
Times Industrial Index fell 7.84 points to finish at 1,452.18. 
BOMBAY — Equities finished broadly higher for the second day 
on scattered speculative buying ahead of Christinas holidays next 
week. 

FRANKFURT — Prices rose sharply in lively trade, buoyed by 
resurgent foreign demand as brokers moved money from the 
United States into German stocks. The Real-Time 30-Share Dax 
index gained 12.93 to 1,647.50. 

ZURICH — Prices were generally higher despite Wall Street’s 
dive. Position-squaring ahead of the new year also helped the 
market. The All-Share Swiss Performance Index added 6.7 to 
1,112.5. 

PARIS — Prices ended little changed after a dull session 
dominated by Wall Street’s weakness. The CAC-40 Index lost 
13.72 to 1,932.02. 

LONDON — Shares were lower in line with Wall Street in 
relatively quiet trade. One trader said institutions were reluctant 
to open aggressive new positions ahead of the new year. At 1609 
GMT the FTSE index was down 19.5 at 2339.0. 

NEW YORK — Heavy selling sent prices lower amid continuing 
fears of the effect of a real estate dump on banking and related 
industries. The Dow was off 26 at 2,671. 


would accept a large debt write¬ 
off only in return for a much 
more stringent recover/ plan. 

Root's foreign creditors also 
rejected the plan and refused to 
take part in the write-off. They 
urged the concern to seek govern¬ 
ment guarantees. 

Tadiran, the mainly defence- 
orientated electronics subsidiary 
of Israel’s ailing Koor industries, 
reported Tuesday a $96 million 
loss in the first nine months of 
1989 and said up to 1,000 workers 
may go. 

The record loss, compared with 
a $32 million loss in the same 
period last year, was a further 
blow to the trade union-owned 
Koor as it seeks credits, a govern¬ 
ment guarantee and debt write¬ 
offs to avoid liquidation, industry 
sources said. 

Tadiran has a balance sheet 
value of $800 million. 

Root's troubled recovery prog¬ 
ramme involves the sale of Tadir¬ 
an to private enterprise for $185 
million, but the latest figures cal¬ 
led that value into question, they 
said. 

Tadiran said the losses were 
due mainly to once-off expenses 
in the communications division. 
The board of directors decided 
last Friday to change Tadiran’s 
structure from centralised man¬ 
agement to a holding company. 

The change will include a se¬ 
vens trinrmtng of the workforce, 
Tadiran spokesman Shalom Eitan 
said. 

“Hundreds will be layed off, 
possibly up to a thousand,” he 
said. Tadiran has already shed 
about 1,500 employees in the past 
12 months, a decrease of 13 per 
cent in the firm’s workforce. 

Tadiran officials said the new 
structure would make it easier to 
sell parts of the company and to 
accept new partners. 

Sources in Bank Hapoalim, 
Root’s largest creditor, said 
Tadiran’s latest figures showed 


that Soot’s valuation of tire sub¬ 
sidiary was too high, and it would 
fetch a far lower price. 

Meanwhile, Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said Monday he 
expects potentially harmful 
layoffs in Israel’s arms industry if 
budget cutsproposcd by finance 
officials are approved by the 
cabinet. 

Rabin, speaking to students at 
Tel Aviv University, said be 
would reast any cats in the size of 
Israel’s army. 

His comments came following 
recommendations by officials at 
the finance minis try and Israel’s 
central bank to cut the 1990-91 
defence budget in light of recent 
reductions in military spending by 
Arab states. 

Rabin noted past budget cuts 
resulted in dismissal of 10,000 out 
of a total 40,000 defence workers 
and added: “I think the budget 
for next year, if it is not changed 
from what I know, will lead to 
further layoffs... at defence in¬ 
dustries.” 

Rabin said Israel could not 
reduce the size of its-army and 
still deploy additional troops in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to suppress the two- 
year Palestinian uprising. 

“We have an additional mis¬ 
sion which takes up four per cent 
of the 10.3 trillion shekels ($5.15 
trillion)” of the defence budget, 
he said, referring to the uprising. 

Sezrior finofficials have 
urged Finance -Minister Shimon 
Peres to cut 300 million shekels 
(S150 million) from the budget by 
reducing the mandatory draft 
from three years to 30 months 

ami whining tfw» marfimnri ap» of 

reservists. 

Israeli men serve up to 45 days 
a year in the reserves until age 54. 
About 370,000 reservists aug¬ 
ment the regular army of 170,000, 
according to estimates by Tel 
Aviv U niv ersit y 's Jaffee Centre 
for Strategic Studies. 


Iraq to get $10m 
from Islamic bank 


NICOSIA (R) — The Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB) will 
financ e $10 milli on worth of Iraqi 
imports from member states, the 
Islamic -news Agency said 
Tuesday. 

* The agency said five agree¬ 
ments had been signed between 
the Jeddah-based IDB and Iraq 
but gave no date. The agreements 
raise total IDB financing for Iraq 
to $13 million since last August, it 
said. 

On the other hand, a Japanese 
foreign ministry spokesman Mon¬ 
day denied knowledge of an 
agreement to grant Iraq a $3 
billion credit .line,. 

Iraqi Trade Minister Moham¬ 
med Mahdi Saleh told Renters in 
Baghdad the deal was made in a 
protocol on economic, commer¬ 
cial and financial cooperation 
signed in Tokyo Saturday. 

The spokesman in the Middle 
East section of the Japanese fore¬ 
ign ministry said: Japanese 

government expressed readiness 


to look into the possibility of 
granting more credit to Iraq. 
That's all I know of.” 

“I don’t know why the Iraqi 
minister referred to a certain 
amount of credit,” he added. 

Saleh,' who is also acting fi¬ 
nance minister, visited Japan 
from Dec. 12-16 at the head of a 
delegation including representa¬ 
tives of the oil ministry and the 
central bank to discuss Iraqi 
debts. 

He did not give figures for Iraqi 
debts to Japan, put by Japanese 
sources at about 10 per cent of 
Iraq’s total foreign debt of about 
$50 billion. 

The Japanese foreign ministry 
official said Japan has agreed to 
accept oil to settle an outstanding 
Iraqi debts. 

Saleh did not say how much oil 
would be involved in the deal, 
saying only that repayments in oil 
would be made over the next few 
years. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“You’re gonna look great! I washed, 
blow dried, gelled, moussed and 
styled your angora sweater!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amok! and Bob Lee 


Un ac rambla these four Jumbtea. 
one tetter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words- 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BRAVE COLON DELUGE ADAGIO 
Answer This might help a oembtar win a good dee! of 
chips— A GOOD DEAL 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Co mm u ni ty (EC) finance minis¬ 
ters have adopted a second new 
law setting the foundations for a 
common EC banking market af¬ 
ter 1992. 

At their final meeting of 1989, 
the ministers overcame West 
German objections Monday night 
and gave final approval to com¬ 
mon solvency ratios for credit 
institutions such as banks. 

This followed agreement last 
Friday on the so-called banking 
directive which permits banks au¬ 
thorised in one EC country to 
set-up shop across the 12-nation 
bloc. 

“When both directives take 
effect in January, 1993, the bank¬ 
ing regime in the Community will 
be more liberal than that in the 
U.S. or Juan,” British Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer John Major 
said in a statement. 

The solvency ratios law was 
Only agreed after a c o mpromi se 
wife West Germany on the treat¬ 
ment of mortgage lending. Bonn 
wanted more favourable condi¬ 
tions for such loans, ami will be 
granted this on new lending for 
mortgages until 1996, three years 
longer than earlier envisaged. 


Other than the banking law, 
ministers made only minor prog¬ 
ress on harmonising some tax 
rates and on steps toward monet¬ 
ary union. Both issues are central 
to achieving a giant barrier-free 
market in 1992. 

The ministers had hoped to 
take the first concrete action to¬ 
ward the ambitious goal of Eco¬ 
nomic and Monetary Union 
(EMU). 

They wanted to adopt docu¬ 
ments which laid the groundwork 
for greater cooperation among 
central bankers on monetary poli¬ 
cy and finance ministers in gener¬ 
al economic policy. 

But they postponed such action 
Monday after a surprise decision 
by the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, last week to withhold 
its opinion on stage one of EMU. 

The parliament is holding out 
for some say in the process of 
monetary and economic unity. 
While its opinion is not legally 
viral, the minister were wary of 
bring seen to overrule the EC’s 
only directly elected body. 

French Finance Minister Fiene 
Beregovoy, who chaired the talks 
Monday, siad there may yet have 
to be some changes to the texts to 


satisfy the parliament. 

On taxes, the EC executive 
« « n mi ss i on wants the 12 member 
states to align their rates of value 

added tax (VAT), the rates of 
f TC Ei fft*- taxes on stub items as 
alcohol and petrol, abolish Hunts 
on how much shoppers can buy in 
one country and take back to 
another, and cooperate in pur¬ 
suing tax fraud. 

The standard rates of VAT in 

the EC range from a low of 12 per 

cent in Luxembourg and Spain to 
a high of 25 per emit on some 
items in Ireland and 22 per cent in 
Denmark. 

In 1987 the commission sug¬ 
gested narrowing this to a range 
of 14 to 20 percent- But countries 
with high rates feared a big loss of 
tax revenue if they reduced rates, 
and Britain argued that market 
competition should set the rates, 
not the EC - - 

But after two years of fruitless 
bargaining, the 12 nations agreed 
Monday only that they would not 
widen foe gap he tween their stan¬ 
dard VAT rates over foe next two 


baited as opening foe way-Cft^ 
doser pan-European integration ' 
as the East-West divide crunfo&.i 


Soviet Foreign Minister^ 
Eduard Shevardnadze .-'said foer 


10-year agreement pointed tfarL ft 

_._ — j—«* -* •■■lsu 


years. 

In another area, the Soviet 
Union and the EC Monday 
signed a trade and economic 


way to “the gradual formatibnofts 
an integral economic qompte^ps, 
our continent.” .; r ;-^.C 

“Its content brings, foe coa-^s 
struction of the economic fottnda-'jp ’ ~ 
tionfor a common European ■ A 
house one step higher,” bexadin -J 
an address to EC forrign_minis.-_ 
tens before the two sides, sighed .‘i 
the document. i •.> 

- “Its nature rifleds.ibe dyaam-’#'- 
km of fod process of renewal^I e 

Europe” • V: ; '\'>Sar 

Ranier Shevardnadze said the ^ 
integration °f die Soviet. Dnoa r, f, 
into, the world economy would 
not be easy: .■:)[ 

“We are taking the first-step, t 
laying the first stone^” he-said. ,> 

French Foreign Minister R* C 
land Dumas, who chaired the Ju 
ceremony, said foe agreeuKm . 
raised hopes of a real improve- ^ 
meat in-'economic.-and political 
relations between the 12-nation 
EC and Moscow. — - — 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


AOAS discusses Jordanian study 


Saudi non-oil exports increase 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants in a meeting on promotion of 
Arab exports, organised by foe Arab Organisation of Administra¬ 
tive Sciences (AOAS) Tuesday discussed a working paper, 
presented by AOAS’s consultation department director Hisham 
Gharaibeh on supporting Arab exports. The paper reviewed the 
methods which should be followed to encourage Arab exports. To 
achieve this, foe paper suggested that an information bank be set 
up in international markets to define Arab products which can be 
exported and to find the suitable markets abroad to provide 
incentives for exporters and to establish an Arab exports bank. 
The paper referred to a number of other methods including the 
use of Arab products as an alternative for or a supplement to cash 
assistance, the establishment of sectoral industrial federationsand 
balanced commercial ties among the various Arab countries. 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia’s non-oil exports rose to 10 Won 
riyals ($2.7 billion) in.the first nine months of 1989, a five per cent 
up on foe previous year. Statistics from the finance and national 
economy ministry said the kingdom exported petrochemical, and 
plastic worth 7.5 billion riyals ($2 biffion), or two per cent up on 
foe period in 1988. The statement, earned by the official 
Saudi Press Agency, said Riyadh exported other goods worth 2.7: 
billion riyals ($700 million), a 14 per cent np on the previous year: 
It said reexports from the kingdom in the first nine months of 
• 1989 stood at 1.5 billion riyals ($400 million), or 15 per cent down 
on last year. Saudi Arabia imported goods.worth 5.8 billion nyals' 
($1.5 bQHon) in the same period, a 4.4 per cent down on the 
previous year, the statement said. The statement said Riyadh 


Zubaidf highlights ACC links 


non-oil exports to Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states rose 
14.7 in first nine months of 1989 to 1.6 billion riyals ($420 
million). GCC states exported goods worth 1.4 billion riyals ($373 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Iraqi Transport and Telecommunications 
Minister Mohammad Hamz eh Zubaidi has said that the imple¬ 
mentation of the transport and telecommunication agreement, 
concluded among the four member Arab Cooperation Council— 
Jordan, Iraq, North Yemen and Egypt, has injected new blood in 
foe economic life in these countries. In a statement to foe Iraqi 
Arabic daily A1 Jnmhourieh, Zubaidi said that U additional lines 
and eight satellite lines were operational between Amman and 
Baghdad as of Nov. 25. He added that 12 additional telephone 
lines linking Egypt with Iraq, through Jordan, were also added 
and are now operational. However, Zubaidi noted that four other 
lines are now operational between Iraq and Yemen through the 
Arab satellites. 


mfflion). GCC states exported goods worth 1.4 billion riyals ($ 
million) to Saadi Arabia, 21 per cent up on the same period 


Dresdner to open office in Dresden 


Japan writes off $2m of N. Yemen debt 


FRANKFURT (R) — Dresdner Bank, West Germany’s second- 
largest commercial bank, has announced plans to open an office 1 
in Dresden, the East German city where the bank was founded 
more than a century ago. The key to success of economic 
restructuring in East Germany (lies) in. a transfer of capital,. 
technology and management know-how from-Western industrial - 
nations,” it said. The bank was founded in Dresden in-1872,;. 
Although its management was shifted to Berlin in 1884, Dresden- 
remained foe bank’s legal headquarters until 1950. The official 
headquarters have been in Rankfurt since 1957. . 


SANAA (R) — Japan has agreed to write off $2 million of 
interest payments owed by North Yemen to help reduce the 
country’s foreign debt, the Japanese embassy has said. Japan has 
provided total debt relief of 1,66 billion yen ($115 milli on) to North 
Yemen in foe past ten years, according to Japanese embassy 
figures. A statement issued by foe embassy in Sanaa said Japan 
had taken foe step as part of efforts to cut down foreign debts in 
Third World countries. 


Yugoslavia proposes newcurrency 


Arabs pledge more loans 


BELGRADE (R) — Prime Minister Ante Marirovic proposed 
Monday that Yugoslavia should introduce a new currency to 
combat inflation which rocketed to almost 2,000 per cent last 
month. He told parliament Ids government wanted to create a 
new dinar, convertible with afl Western currencies, which would 
Be worth 10,000 old dinars. Markovic proposed fixing the rate of 
the new dinar at seven to the Deutschemark until June 30. The. 
present dinar was quoted Monday at almost 65,000 to the^mark. 
and 112,000 to foe U.S; dollar. 


ABU DHABI (R) — Arab development funds will continue to 
extend loans to developing countries despite an increase in unpaid 
debts and a drop in oil revenues, a senior Arab official has said. 
"Arab funds will continue to extend soft term loans to developing 
nations, especially African, to help their economies,” Nasser A1 
Nowais, director of foe Abu Dhabi Fund for Economic Develop¬ 
ment, told a meeting of Arab aid officials. The meeting was 
attended by representatives of development funds in nine Arab 
countries as well as the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and the 
OPEC Fund for International Development. The 11, which have 
so-fax provided S28 billion to finance 2,000 projects in about 100 
Third World states, will discuss the financing of various projects. 
Nuwais said outstanding debts to foe funds had risen to $800 
million from $500 million three years ago. "In the future we 
should focus on ventures feasible financial and economic re¬ 
turns,” he said. 


WFP approved aid to 2.6m refugees 


ROME (R) — The United Nation’s largest .food agency has 
approved about $125 milfion in food aid for more than two mfifion 
re fuge es in the Third World. The World Food Programme 
(WFP), part of foeU.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation, said 
346,000 tonnes of cereals and other basic foodstuffs would be used 
to feed 2.6 million refugees and 830,000 people displaced by civil- 
strife in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Hundred of thousands, 
of Somalis who have crossed into -Ethiopia to escape a guerrilla 
war wlQ receive food worth $12.5 million. In Mozambique, inbre 
than 700,000 people affected fay 14 years of rivQ war have teen 
allocated aid worth $18.7 million. Indochinese refugees awaiting, 
permanent resettlement in the Pbffippines wfll receive $2 mfiBon 
wrath. v " - 
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England can claim some merit for Italy’s successful soccer team 
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By Kero Vateecchi 

- : The Associated Press 

MILAN, Italy — England can 
daim some credit in the making 
of one of Europe’s greatest soccer 
teams, A.C. Milan. 

'v /.It was an English bus i nessman 
-based in this northern city. Alfred 
.Edward,-who founded Milan 
- picket and football club on Dec. 
’ IS, 1899. A number of English 
amatems helped the team win 
three national titles between 1901 
and 1907. 

On its 90th anniversary Sun¬ 
day , Milan took the Intercon¬ 
tinental .Gup in Tokyo, beating 
'National MedelUn of Colombia 
to complete a sort of “grand 
slam" of soccer over the past two 
years. 

After capturing the Italian title 
in 1988, Milan has had an im¬ 
pressive crescendo this year, win¬ 


ning the European Cup of Cham¬ 
pions, the Supercup and the In¬ 
tercontinental Cup. 

Italian television tycoon Silvio 
Berlusconi, who has invested tens 
of millions of dollars to sign costly 
stars and restore prestige to the 
Milanese team, declared that the 
winning streak can be extended 
through 1990. 

“ we must now shoot for the 
Italian title and another Euro¬ 
pean cup,” said Berlusconi, who 
took over the team in 1986. 

Milan is in position to pursue 
both targets, because it is a quar¬ 
ts rfinalist in the cup of champions 
and placed within title range in 
the Italian major league stand¬ 
ings. 

The Milan team, third behind 
Juventus of Turin and Imerna- 
zionale in the count of national 
titles, is Italy's most successful 
international team. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

'Mffl Trifttmo Media Saw c et. me. 


THE RIGHT WAY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* K 10 9 

r- 2 

:• X Q 8 6 5 3 

* A J 6 

WEST EAST 

♦ A 874 4 653 

7 K J 8 S 3 *5 Q 7 6 4 

■ c-;i ‘ : Ji097 

* Q 10 9 484 

south 

* Q J 2 
7 A 10 9 
; A 4 

* K 7 5 3 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1-0 Pass 2 NT Pass 

- J- 0 Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 7 
“Order is Heaven’s first law," 
wrote Alexander Pope. It should be 
every bridge player’s, too. 

North rebid his six-card diamond 
suit-just in .case South had a hole 
'somewhere. Since the ace of dia¬ 
monds looked like an excellent card 
.for no trump purposes and all the 
imbid suits were securely stopped. 
Sooth - insisted on the nine-trick 
game. 


West led the five of hearts and 
declarer did not think there was any¬ 
thing to worry about. He took the 
ace of hearts, cashed thfc ace of dia¬ 
monds and continued with a dia¬ 
mond to the king. West’s eight of 
spades discard was a mortal blow. 
There was no way declarer could 
come to nine tricks without letting 
the enemy gain the lead (o cash their 
beans. 

Declarer fouled up his entries. 
There were two suits that could pro¬ 
duce the necessary tricks. If the dia¬ 
monds did not run, a winning club 
finesse might allow declarer to bring 
in that suit. There was nothing 
wrong with taking the ace of hearts 
at trick one. At trick two, however, 
declarer should have led a diamond 
to the king and then a diamond back 
to the ace. If the suit breaks, the 
king of clubs in dummy is ah entry 
to cash the rest of the diamonds. 

However, when West shows out 
on the second diamond, declarer is 
in the right place to change horses. 
After a dub to the jade wins, it 
ne-.ds only a 3-2 dub break for de- 
darei to get home with one heart 
trick, three diamonds and five 
dubs. 


THE Daily Crossword by Peter Swift 


ACROSS 
1 Gobs 
5 Peinter 
Bonhaur 
9 Locus 

14 Aid a felon 

15 Opposed 

IB Indy entrant 

17 A CotunUbus 
ship 

18 — off (angry) 

19 The heavens 

20 Fruit 

23 Instrument 


28 Brando 
31 Tough 


34 An Adams 

35 Raad 
Instrument 

38 1002 
37 Chickens 

42 Comprehend 

43 Part of a.m. 

44 Gen. Robt — 

45 Before 

48 Highways: 
a bbr. 

47 Wanderers 

49 Calm 

51 Hebrides 

island 

52 Dance . 

58 It’s New In CT 
81 Racketeer 
.. shots? . 

62 Swiss painter 

83 Due 

84 Easy gaK 

65 BuHdlng wings 
SB bisects 
87 HHI dwellers 
68 Dog — of 
summer 

DOWN 

1 Zest 

2 Rose's love 

3 Gambling city 

4 Surprised 

5 Apportion 

6 Ryan or 
Tatum 

7 Watch your — 

8 Staff member 

9 Went ahead of 


I 


pi 

HI 

HI 


IHHH 

HER 


¥ aHIUKH 
HHHH Hill m»»U 


new Tribun* MadtaSamoa*. Ine 
All Warns RoHrtad 

Yesterday’s 

10 Wood-shaping 
tool 


Puzzte Solved: 


11 Alas In 
Dresden 

12 Fair mark 

18 Go amiss 

21 Sticky 
stuff 

22 Airport area 

25 Brown or 
. Mason 

26 Slurred onr a 
eyflaMe 

27 Elevates 

28 Joins 
together 

29 Stick 

30 Mob member 

31 Predicaments 

32 Lawyers’ OP- 

38 Wages 

39 Prefix with 
view 

40 Holy woman: 
abbr. 

41 Made a 
comment 


nnnn nnnn nnncin 
□□ran norm nnnnra 
anna nnon rannnn 
nnnnnnnnranrararan 
nnnn nran 
nnnnnra nnnnnriFin 
nnrann nnnn nnn 
nnnrannnroraniirararan 
nnn nnnn nrnfinra 
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47 Unpleasant 
sounds 

48 Stop — dime 

50 Incident 

51 Clumsy 

53 Festive 

54 Sacred 
image 


55 Actress 
Raines 

56 Squirming 

57 Minus 

58 Glutton 

59 Plant 
bristle 

60 By way of 



Its record includes three Euro¬ 
pean Cups of Champions, two 
Intercontinental Cups, one Euro 
pean Supercup and two Euro¬ 
pean Cupwinners Cups. 

Milan, a long-time supporter of 
“open frontiers,” was one of the 
first Italian teams to seek out 
non-Italian stars, in the Scandina¬ 
vian and Latin American mar¬ 
kets. 

The famed Swedish trio of 
Ctmnar Nordah, Nils Liedholxn 
and Gunnar Gren earned Milan 
and Italian tide in 1951. Brazi¬ 
lians Jose AJtafini and Dino Sani 
combined with Italian golden boy 


Gianni Rivera in giving Milan its 
first European Cup in 1963 at the 
Wembley arena. 

Past stars of the club include 
Uruguayan Juan Alberto Schiaf- 
fino. Swede Kurt Hamrin and 
Brazilians AmarQdo and Angel 
Sormani. 

Despite its English roots, the 
Italian team has not had good 
luck with such British players as 
Luther Blisset ana Jimmy 
Greaves. 

Milan’s most recent achieve¬ 
ments, following two bitter de¬ 
motions into the second division 
in 1979 and 1982, were ted by a 
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Dutch trio and a bunch of Italian 
internationals. 

Ruud Gullit, Marco van Bas- 
ten, Frank Rijkaard, Franco 
Baresi, Roberto Donadoni and 
Carlo Ancelotti masterminded 
Milan's 4-0 triumph in the Cham¬ 
pions Cup final against Steaua 
Bucharest last May 24. 

Gullit — the captain of the 
Dutch national team whose trans¬ 
fer cost Milan the second highest 
fee in soccer history, exceeded 
only by Argentine Diego Mara¬ 
dona's transfer to Napoli — has 
been sidelined by a knee injury 
since then. 

Despite his absence, Milan de¬ 
feated Spain's Barcelona on a 2-1 


aggregate score to win the Euro¬ 
pean Supercup earieir this 
month, while a 1-0 victory over 
National Medellin of Colombia 
earned the Intercontinental Cup 
Sunday. 

The winning goals a gainst Bar¬ 
celona and Medellin both were 
scored on free kicks by an un¬ 
heralded Italian midfielder, 
Alberigo Evani. 

“We have not had enough 
yet,” said MOan manager Arrigo 
Sacchi, who ted the team to the 
Italian title in his first season in 
the major league. 

Sacchi gave Milan an offensive- 
minded play combined with a 
pressing tactic at midfield and a 


well-timed off-side tactic in de- fence. 
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SILVER 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Poor 
aspects today limit your chances to 
accomplish all the things on your 
“must do" list. Shopping and 
errands will claim most of your 
time and attention. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You would be wise to entertain 
friends from out of town. Use all 
that energy you now have to fix up 
your residence. This is a good day 
to travel. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2U) 
Invite the most influential man you 
know into your home. Try to do 
everything just as your loved one 
desires so there is harmony in your 
life. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Discuss all facets of your aims and 
ambitions with your household. 
Add up your liabilities and assets 
where other persons are con¬ 
cerned. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Cheerfully attend to those 
many tasks expected of you at 
home. Send a congratulation to a 
person you love who is having an 
anniversary. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Go 
straight to the top man for any 
directives in business or finances. 
Don't argue with a member of your 
household over a restriction. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get rid of unfinished business 
before you take on the new ones. 
Talking over issues with your loved 
one will make them easier to solve. 

LIBRA: (September 23 tc October 
22) Be patieot at home even you 
can't seem to get the action that 


you wish. Generous friends can 
make this a wonderful day for you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Put off making important 
practical derisions until all the Tacts 
are in and money matters with 
your family should take prece¬ 
dence. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You will be very 
much in tune with members of 
your own household now. A new 
set of circumstances can and a Hair 
to your romance. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don’t let a jealous 
outside associate keep you from 
being with your friends. You will 
be given many worthwhile ideas 
for expanding your assets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) At your home entertain 
and bring joy to all who need 
assistance. So many friends have 
good.ideas for your welfare, that 
you need to discriminate. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Spend all possible moments 
with your attachment. An argu¬ 
ment with a business associate now 
could decrease your income. 

Today's child: If your child were 
born today he or she will be a 
natural salesperson who will have 
many successes early in life and 
will understand just how to be 
involved with other persons in 
their field. An early marriage will 
work out to the advantage of ail 
concerned as. long as it doesn't 
interfere with educational pursuits. 

“The stan impel, they do nor 
compel.’' What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


-FURNISHED FLAT- 

FOR RENT 

One bedroom, living & dining room, kitchen & bathroom, 
central heating, colour TV, telephone, and separate 
entrance. 

Location: near French School, Shmeisani. 

For further information, please call tei: 667072 


FURNISHED DELUXE VILLA 
FOR RENT 


A two flats villa with 3 bedrooms, sitting room and mini kitchen in 
the upper flat. One bedroom, dining room, sitting room, salon 
and kitchen in the ground flat. 

Well furnished, central heating, phone and swimming pool. 
Location: Near King Hussein Medical Centre Road. (Jandaweel). 

For more details please contact phone 814929, 
8:00-12:00 a.m., 4:00-6:00 p.m. 


M ERRy CHRISTMAS 

Big Fancy Assortment From 
Pure Silver & Silver Plated Of 
Superior Egyptian Manufacture 

At Reasonable Prices 

JASAL AMMAN - JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 
NEXT TO ALIA ROYAL TOURS 
TEL 654977 



MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. ; 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


SEMI VILLA 
TO LET 


New Super-deluxe villa with central heating, at Sweifiah 
Jabal Amman, 6th Circle. 3 bedrooms + 3 bathrooms + 
garden and garage. 

For more details, please contact Tei. 826095 


DUTY UNPAID 

TOYOTA (CRESSIDA). Model: 1981. In very good condi¬ 
tion. Full options. Price JD 1500). 

CAR FOR SALE 

☆ Contact tel: 690534. 


THERE’S A SONG IN THE AIR 

An upbeat, buoyant mood, a fresh wind of change. Challenges to meet, 
promises to keep, to lighten the present and brighten the future with a vision 
of the best. PI A shares these highest hopes and we carry this message to 73 
destinations in 4 Continents: There's a song in the air. 

Fly with PIA your own airline 

^PIA 

Pakistan International Airline 



PIA winter schedule from 
October 29,1989 to March 24,1990 



With immediate and convenient connections to Dhaka, Bombay, Delhi, 
Colombo, Bangkok, Peking, Singapore, Tokyo and all domestic cities same 

day from Karachi. 

Our incoming non-stop flights to Amman from Karachi now arrive every Friday 
at 1035 which also provide immediate connections from all above destinations. 

For further information and your reservation please contact 
nearest agent or our GSA M/S. J ITT, Tel: 625981/655156, 

King Hussein Street, Amman - Jordan. 
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at AMMAN PLAZA Hotel 


Tickets include Dinner and play 


Box office Amman Plaza Hotel Lobby 
Open 10.00 am. to 9.00 p.m. 


December 18th - 20th 
Tickets J.D. 15 p.p. plus 10% Gov. Tax. 


Dinner Starts at 8.30 p.m. 

Play starts at 9.30 p.m. 


For Reservations phone 674111 
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World News 



Shevardnadze, at NATO, says 
alliances are force for stability 


BRUSSELS (R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze, on an unprecedented visit to North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) headquarters, 
said the Warsaw Pact and the Western alliance had 
an important stabilising role to play as Europe 


Speaking after an hour's talks 
with NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer, which he de¬ 
scribed as “very necessary, very 
good and very useful,” Shevard¬ 
nadze said cooperation between 
the two military blocs shook! con¬ 
tinue. 

“1 do believe that the Warsaw 
Treaty and NATO, at this crucial 
stage in European development, 
are able to play a very important 
stabilising role,” he told repor¬ 
ters. 

“I spoke in favour of farther 
developing the cooperation... I 
do believe we will have (it).'* 

Both men had agreed that the 
prospects for East-West arms 
treaties to cut conventional forces 
and strategic nuclear weapons 
next year were good, Shevard¬ 
nadze said. 

Woemer also described the 


talks as “important and useful, 
with a very extensive exchange of 
views.” 

Shevardnadze’s visit was the 
first time a Warsaw Pact minister 
has entered NATO’s closely- 
guarded headquarters, the nerve 
centre of the Western alliance. 

He was driven through the 
gates and up to the main entrance 
of the sprawling complex on the 
outskirts of Brussels in a black 
limousine, a Soviet hammer-and- 
sickle pennant fluttering on its 
bonnet. 

He was greeted at the main 
entrance by Woemer. Shevard¬ 
nadze also briefly met ambassa¬ 
dors from the 16 NATO allies. 

“Are we doing everything all 
right?” Shevardnadze asked 
photographers and reporters as 
me two men shook hands under 
the NATO emblem of a four- 


pointed star. 

They then walked to Woexner’s 
office, along corridors lined with 
posters warning NATO officials 
and diplomats not to engage in 
“loose talk" that could give away 
Western defence secrets. 

Shevardnadze had requested 
the visit, which was welcomed by 
alliance foreign ministers at a 
meeting last week as a Anther 
sign of tire rapid East-West thaw. 

The very idea of such a visit 
would, until recently, have-been 
dismissed as absurd. 

Woemer made it dear in adv¬ 
ance that he, as NATO secretary- 
general, had no mandate from 
the allies to negotiate with She¬ 
vardnadze who was visiting as 
Soviet foreign minister — not as 
an official representative of the 
Warsaw Pact- 

Shevardnadze, who signed his 
country's first trade and coopera¬ 
tion pact with the European 
Community (EC) Monday, was 
due to fly to London later Tues¬ 
day for a brief meeting with 
Prune Minister Margaret Thatch¬ 
er before returning to Moscow. 

He joked on Monday that he 
would visit NATO headquarters 


to see whether the alliance was 
worth jomiag. 

“I intend to visit the headquar¬ 
ters, well have a look at (NATO) 
and then well decade whether it’s 
worth joining," he told a news 
conference. 

“I saw in one of die newspap¬ 
ers that Shevardnadze... is penet¬ 
rating the volcano’s crater. Well, 
well see. I think well have an 
interesting and positive discus¬ 
sion." 

Woemer said Shevardnadze 
“mentioned the very essential 
role of the Americans here in 
Europe.” 

He said Shevardnadze express¬ 
ed interest in setting up formal 
contacts between the two military 
alliances. 

Woemer said be tokl the Soviet 
official that any such decision 
would have to be made by all 
NATO nations and that the War¬ 
saw Pact would have to be made 
by all NATO nations and that the 
Warsaw Pact would have to make 
further changes before such a 
move could be considered. 

Both officials said they agreed 
that an accord could be wrapped 
up next year cm reducing ccmven- 
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tional, or non-nuclear, weapons 
in Europe. Those talks are under 
way between the Warsaw Pact 
and NATO in Vienna. 

NATO and the Warsaw Pact 
are negotiating to sharply reduce 
tanks, arm o ured personnel car¬ 
riers and other conventional 
weapons in Europe. The West 
wants to slash what it sees as the 
Soviets’ enormous superiority in 
these arms. 

Shevardnadze and Woemer 
also agreed a superpower agree¬ 
ment could be worked out next 
year on reducing long-range nuc¬ 
lear weapons. 


American-Panamanian tension rises 


PANAMA CITY (Agencies) — 
The United States Monday re¬ 
ported a second shooting inci¬ 
dent involving American sol¬ 
diers and Panamanians in three 
days, adding new tension to 
deterior at ing relations between 
the two countries. 

In Monday’s mrident, a U.S. 
army officer apparently 
wounded a Panamanian police¬ 
man, a U.S. defence official in 
Washington said. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, said an American 
army lieutenant fired twice af¬ 
ter the Panamanian traffic 
officer approached and drew 
hs own gun first. 

“The transito (traffic police¬ 
man) went down. He got up 
and left the scene, but it is 
believed he was wounded — 
possibly in the leg and the 
arm,” the defence official told 
reporters. 

A UJ5. marine officer was 


shot and killed by Panamanian 
Defence Force (PDF) troops 
Saturday night when roar 
American soldiers, unarmed 
and wearing civilian dothes, 
lost their way and encountered 
a group of drffians and troops, 
according to U.S. officiate. 

In an unr emitting war of 
words, Panama’s miliary ruler 
General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, who is under indict¬ 
ment in the United States on 
drug charges, told a radio in¬ 
terviewer that American sol¬ 
diers had fired first and wound¬ 
ed several people in Saturday’s 
s ho oti n g. 

Panama’s Foreign Minister 
Leonardo Kam accused the Un- 
ited States of a “ p er ma nently 
hostile,” policy towards his 
country. 

In Washi n gton, the White 
House charged that the Willing 
was part of a coordinated wave 
of violence by Pana¬ 


ma’s declaration last Friday 
that a state of war exists with 
the United States. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
southern command said the 
12,000 DJS. troops in Panama, 
who are there to guard the 

Panama ftmnl Bn king the Pari- 

fic and Atlantic oceans, had 
been restricted to base after 
Saturday’s shooting. 

President George Bash called 
the kflfing of the American “an 
enormous outrage” and would 
not rale out military action. 

ffince February 1988, when 
Noriega was indicted in Florida 
on narcotics charges, the Un¬ 
ited States has fried to drive 
him from power with econo¬ 
mic, diplomatic and political 
pressure. 

Noriega denies the charges. 
He claims Washington wants to 
renege on treaties under which 
the Unftcd States is to transfer 
control of the canal to Parana 


at the era! of the century and 
dose U-S. militar y installa¬ 
tions. 

Thousands of U.S. soldiers 
fired in Panama Qty until 
earlier this year, when they and 
then 1 dependents were ordered 
to move onto the bases. Many 
dependents returned to the Un¬ 
ited States. 

The U.S. television network 
reported Monday night that a 
1,000-man force from the crack 
82nd Airborne Division at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolma, had 
been put on alert and was 
pre pa red to go to Panama, if 
necessary. 

A U.S. defence spokesman 
.said the 18th Airborne Corps 
was condnctiim “emergency 
readiness deployment exer¬ 
cises.” 

Army Major David Super 
said the 18fh Airborne was the 
army’s c onting e nc y corps, and 
as such it periodically con¬ 


ducted snch exercises “to ev¬ 
aluate the readiness of its 
units.” 

_ The PDF, in its version of 
Monday’s incident, said the 
policeman, Cesar Tqada, was 
hit in the forearm by one of two 
shots from a car be had signal¬ 
led to stop and which then sped 
off. 

‘“International press reports 
wrongly described fids incident 
quoting U.S. mffitary sources 
which completely twisted the 
truth of this new and more 
audacious agression by the 
southern command against 
Panama,” the PDF said in a 
s t at e men t. 

The incidents, and the 
accompanying war of words 
between Panama mid Washing¬ 
ton, increased tenaon hi the 
fBiri state foAnring the dec¬ 
laration by its national assem¬ 
bly last Friday that it was in a 
state of war with the United 
States. 


Bush defends secret 
dealings with China 


WASHINGTON, (Agencies) — 
The White house, already bruised 
by charges of kowtowing to 
Chinese leaders over this month’s 
visit of top U.S. officials to Pek¬ 
ing, has disclosed an earlier mis¬ 
sion and said more secret contacts 
are possible. 

“I’m just saying the president 
believes there are a number of 
occasions, situations in which he 
should be able to have private 
contacts with other leaders of 
government, inducting China and 
other countries,” spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said. 

The White House had earlier 
Monday confirmed a television 
report that National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft and De¬ 
puty Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger had secretly visited 
Peking in early July, about a 
month after hundreds of pro- 
democracy students died in a 
bloody army assault in Tianan¬ 
men Square. 

“There have been a number of 
these kinds of meetings and con¬ 
versations and there will be 
more,” Fitzwater added in de¬ 
fending talks that took place 
shortly after Bush’s June 20 ten 
on high level contacts between 
the two countries. 

“The president feels there are 
occasions when these kinds of 
contacts should take place with¬ 


out public knowledge," Fitzwater 
added. 

A white House statement said 
the mission in July was intended 
“to personally underscore the 
United States’ shock and concern 
about the violence in Tiananmen 
Square.” 

In an interview in his office 
Monday morning before disclo¬ 
sure of the July trip. Bush also 
defended secrecy. 

“I still believe that sometimes 
to effect change you talk in confi¬ 
dence to people," stated Bush, A 
former U.S. envoy to China. 

He strongly defended the pub¬ 
lic mission to Peking on Dec. 9 
and 10 when Scowcroft publicly 
exchanged toasts with Chinese 
leaders and rejected suggestions 
the gesture might be seen as a 
salute to those who ordered the 
Tiananmen assault. 

“You’re dealing with the 
aspirations of a billion people and 
I happen to think that some of the 
contacts they’ve had with the 
United States have led to a better 
life for a billion people. And I 
think that is an important point to 
make. That isn’t in any way con¬ 
doning the brutality that every¬ 
body in the world saw in Tianan¬ 
men! Square,” be said. 

Bush has been severely criti¬ 
cised for kowtowing to Chinese 
leaders and abandoning concern 



LOS ANGELES (R) — A U.S. 
judge has ordered the once high¬ 
flying Imelda Marcos, widow of 
former Philippine dictator Ferdi¬ 
nand Marcos, to account for what 
she spends and to obtain court 
approval in advance for any ex¬ 
penditure over $10,000. 


George B ash 


for human rights in China by 
sending Scowcroft and Eaglebur- 
ger to Peking. 


The court order also requires 
Mrs. Marcos, who bought hun¬ 
dreds of pairs of shoes, designer 
dothes said handbags on shop¬ 
ping sprees when her husband 
was in power, to obtain court 
approval before accepting any 
loans of more than $10,000. 


One critic. Democratic Nation¬ 
al Comnjitee Chairman Ronald 
Brown said scathingly, “There 
has not been a decision so out of 
touch with American values since 
the sale of arms to the ayatollah.” 
He was referring to former Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan’s policy of 
secretly selling weapons to the 
late RuhoQah Khomeini’s Iran in 
1985-86. 


Lawyers for the Philippine gov¬ 
ernment said the Marcos family 
had violated court orders by 
transferring assets, including 
more than $200 million to help 
finance a planned invasion of the 
Philippines. 


Although Bush barred high 
level contacts and suspended 
military sales to China after the 
Tiananmen assault, critics feel he 
did so reluctantly and is preparing 
to remove the sanctions 
altogether. 


U.S. Federal Judge Mariana 
Pfaelzer froze the Marcos assets 
in 1986 pending trial of a suit 
broqght by the government of 
President Corazon Aquino seek¬ 
ing to recover S5 billion that the 
couple is alleged to have stolen 
from the Philippines. 


Pfaelzer said the Philippine 
government had made a good 


She is free on bail $5 million 
awaiting trial in New York on 
charges relating to the alleged 
disappearance of $109 milli on 
from the Philippine treasury and 
fraudulent borrowing of $165 mil¬ 
lion from New York banks to buy 
property. Pfaelzer’s latest order 
does not apply to legal fees to be 
met by Mrs. Marcos. 


Mail bombs seen aimed at U.S. civil rights activists 


By Lauren Neergaard 

The Associated Press 


SAVANNAH, Georgia — A 
lawyer has bran lolled in ins 
office by a mail bomb and a 
similar bomb was removed 
safely from the 11th U.S. cir¬ 
cuit court of appeals in Atlan¬ 
ta, two days after a postal 
bomb killed a judge from the 
court. 

The Federal Bureau of In- 
vetigations (FBI), probing the 
jailing Saturday of U.S. Circuit 
judge Robert S. Vance near 
Bi rming ha m , Alabama, said 
there were “strong similar¬ 
ities” among the three bombs. 
There also was a Hnk to an 
August teargas bombing 
Atlanta. 

Robert Robinson, 42, a 
black civil rights activist, 
lawyer and tity alderman in 
Savannah, died of his injuries 
at 8:25 p.m. Monday (0215 


GMT Tuesday) while under¬ 
going surgery. 

Officials said the blast occor- 
‘ red about 5 p.m. (2200 GMT) 
in his office m the coastal dty 
in the northeastern corner of 
the state. 

In downtown Atlanta, 
shaken employees evacuated 
the five-storey 11th Grout 
courthouse shortly before 10 
a.m. (1500 GMT) Monday af¬ 
ter a bomb, in a small brown 
package, was found “during a 
random sampling of the mail,” 
said police Major W.W. 
Holley. 

“The preliminary investiga¬ 
tion (in Savannah) indicates 
strong similarities to die other 
explosive devices in Birming¬ 
ham and Atlanta," said FBI 
agent Tom Moore. 

Moore said FBI and postal 
service bomb experts who were 
in Birmingham Sunday and in 
Atlanta Monday were flown to 


Sav annah 

At a Savannah news confer¬ 
ence late Monday, FBI Special 
Aeent Bob Delo&ch siari it was 
“definitely a possibility" that 
white supremacists sent the 
bomb that killed Robinson. 

Deloach and Special Agent 
Wflflam Hinshaw said the FBI 
was warning lawyers, judges 
and activists of the National 
Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Coloured People 
(NAACP) in Georgia and Ala¬ 
bama to beware of strange 


Hinshaw said the FBI 
warned the NAACP that the 
attacks appear to be related to 
the Aug. 22, 1989. tear-gas 
mail bomb attack at NAACP’s 
Atlanta offices, in which eight 
people, including an intent, 
were injured. 

The caustic gas bomb was 
sent to the civil rights organisa¬ 
tion via postal service “p ri o r i ty 


mail” and was addressed only 
to the NAACP, not to any 
mcfividnal, and had a phony 
return address. 

The FBI earlier had not ruled 
■out drug traffickers as sus¬ 
pects in tiie bombing of Judge 
Vance. 

Savannah Mayor John 
Rousaltis said he was talking 
with Robinson on the tele¬ 
phone Monday “just before 
the bomb exploded.” 

“We were discussing a com¬ 
munity-wide meeting on 
drugs,.- tonight to be bud at 
his church,” Rousakis said. 

The blast blew out the front 
upstairs windows and gutted 
the interior of Robinson’s 
townhouse office near Savan¬ 
nah's historic district. 

Vance, 58, died Saturday 
and his wife was seriously in¬ 
jured when they opened a 
package addressed to him at 
their home in a Birmingham 


suburb. 

The Atlanta bomb was re¬ 
moved from the headquarters 
of the 12-member 11th circmt, 
which handles federal appeals 
from Alabama, Georgia and 
Fl orida. Vance was based in 
Birmingham and kept his 
office there. Much of the 11th 
Grout's caseload is drag-re¬ 
lated appeals. 

Bomb specialists examined 
X-ray pictures of the package 
before a technician in head-to- 
toe protective gear, removed 
through court’s front door, 
under a large flag flying at 
half-staff in memory of Vance. 

Flak-jacketed officers and 
federal agents had sealed off 
the street in front of the Mock- 
long courthouse and the pack¬ 
age— about 25 centimetres by 
25 centimetres and 10 cen¬ 
timetres deep—was placed in 
a bomb-proof canister and 
taken away. 


Kohl, Modrow 

meet in Dresden 


Imelda Marcos ordered 
to account for spending 


Mrs. Marcos wen! into exile in 
Hawaii with her husband when be 
was forced out of office by a 
popular uprising in February 1986 
after 20 years in power. 


DRESDEN, East Germany 
(Agencies)—The leaders of East 
and West Gennany held their 
first meeting in Dresden Tuesday 
and quickly agreed to a follow-up 
early next year. 

Bonn’s Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and his host. East German 
Prime Minister Hans Modrow, 
left thdr first session beaming 
with satisfaction and speaking of 


Kohl told reporters the meet¬ 
ing would take place in late Janu¬ 
ary or early February in West 
Germany. A member of his de¬ 
legation later said it would be in 
Bonn. 

Saying he hoped thdr first 
meeting would go down as an 
“historical hour” for Gennany, 
Kohl said: “I think we have 
reached some very good results.” 

Modrow agreed, adding that 
the two leaders got to know each 
other daring their one-on-one 
talks and believed they could 
work well together in future. 
Neither gave further details. 

Kohl said there would be a 
“satisfactory statement an our 
treaty community,” using Mod- 
row’s phrase for closer coopera¬ 
tion. 

Modrow said the cooperation be 
and Kohl planned would go far 
bejrond the previous level of 
trade and investment. 

Thousands of cheering 
Dresdeners greeted Kohl with 
cries of ^Deutschland, Deutsch¬ 
land” when he arrived Tuesday 
morning for a viat eageriy awa¬ 
ited by East Germans hoping for 
swift Western aid for their oumb- 
flng economy. 


Accoitfing to West German de¬ 
legation sources. Kohl plans to 

offer financial guarantees of more 

than six bilflon marks (S3.5 bil¬ 
lion) to encourage West German 
private investment in East Ger¬ 
many’s crumbling economy. 

Contacts between East and 
West German politicians have 
raced ahead in recent weeks after 
the collapse of East Berlin’s hard¬ 
line communist system tore down 
one of the main stumbling blocks 
between the two countries. 

West German President 
Richard von Weizsaecker met 

acting East German head of state 
Manfred Geriach and Modrow in 
Potsdam Sunday. Several West 
German politicians also attended 
parly conferences in East Berlin 
and Leipzig at the weekend. 

Dresden workers in hard hats 
and overalls had abandoned their 
jobs for a glimp se of the visiting 
chancellor ano his aides, who 
brought along a sheaf of econo¬ 
mic cooperation agreements to be 
signed at the summit. 

“This is an important day for 
us in Germany,” Kohl said upon 
arrival. “Now we must take the 
correct steps with accuracy and 

responsibility. ” 

“We are beginning today a 
labour thm will leave us with 
ir urh to do in the future,” Mod- 
row told East German television 
as he sat down to talk with Kohl. 
“How optimistic one can. be win 
be dear at the end of the day.” 

Kohl also was to meet with 
chnrch leaders, cultural figures 
and representatives of the fledg¬ 
ling opposition retunring.to Boxm 
Wednesday. 
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Gandhi passes chance 
to challenge Singh 


NEW DELHI (Agenda) — Info’s 
Congress Party, consigned to the 
opposition benches for only the 
second time in its history, Tues¬ 
day pasted over its first chance to 
challeng e the new minority gov¬ 
ernment. 

It allowed the unanimous elec¬ 
tion of Prime Minister Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh’s candidate 
for speaker of the Ink Sabha 
(Lower House of Parliament), 
Rabi Ray. 


Singh’s National Front has just 
144 of the 520 elected scats in the 
Lok Sabha but both the .right- 
wing Hindu Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and left-wing parties 
have promised s uppo rt. 

Singh has until the end of the 
month to win a vote of confidence 
from the new parliament. Offi-, 
dais expect tine crucial debate to 
take place Thursday. 


showing that her earlier order 
had been violated. “The money 
has gone places we didn't want it 
to go under the injunction,” she 
-said. 


Congress leader Rajiv Gandhi, 
whose 193 seats give him the 
largest parliamentary opposition 
in India’s history, tokl parliament 
“we pledge our full cooperation 
(to Ray) as the largest party in 
this house.* 

But he complained of lack of 
consultation in the choice of Ray 
63, who ws a minister in India’s 
only previous non-Congress gov¬ 
ernment from 1977 to 1979. 


Ray, 63, was elected to the Lok 
Sabha from an eastern Indian 
co ns t i t u ency in Orissa state as a 
candidate of the Janata Dal (Peo¬ 
ple’s Party) of V.P. Singh. 


In thdr request for the new 
restrictions, Philippine govern¬ 
ment lawyers alleged that Marcos 
and his wife had transferred own¬ 
ership of two New York build¬ 
ings, four corporations and at 
least one Swiss bank acount, 
worth more than $100 million to 
Saudi financier Adnan 
KhasboggL 


Information Minister Par- 
vathaneni Upendra told a news 
conference he had given Gandhi 
several chances to propose an 
alternative candidate. “We have 
not committed any breach of 
faithhe said. 


Four other National' Front 
partners endorsed Ray for speak¬ 
er. Ray was also backed by the 
BJP-and the left front, a group of 
Oommmrist parties. 

The two extremes of the poli¬ 
tical spectrum have promised to 
prop up Singh’s minority govern¬ 
ment 
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said. “What we did was 
make it so the cows couldn’t teU 


Ray is the ninth speaker and 
will preside over the bouse and 
conduct the daily proceedings. 
The new parliament convened its 
first session after last month’s 
elections Monday. 






Khashoggi was flown from 
Switzerland to New York last 
July to stand trial on charges of 
fraud and obstruction of justice. 


Senior Manila army 
commander ambushed 
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MANILA, (AP) — Gunmen 
ambushed and wounded the com¬ 
mander of a major military camp 
and then killed a policeman who 
tried to intervene in the daylight 
ambush Tuesday, the military re¬ 
ported. 

(Lieutenant-colonel Eduardo 
Amoyo, commander of Camp 
Bagong Diwa, was driving from 
his home in suburban Man- 
daluyong when at least three 
assailants opened fire with M-16 
rifles from a car following his 
vehicle, the military said. 

Amoyo was rushed to a hospit¬ 
al with three gunshot wounds and 
was to undergo surgery, doctors 
said. They said be was in stable 
condition. 

Police quoted a witness as 
saying the gunmen then tried to 
drive their car across a traffic 
median but got stuck. A police¬ 
man, Mario Hernandez, drove by 
the ate and was warned by the 
gunmen not to intervene. Her¬ 
nandez drew his pistol and was 
killed before he could fire, police 
said. 

The assailants then abandoned 
the car, commandeered a taxi and 
escaped, police said. 

Camp Bagong Diwa is the 
headquarters of the Philippine 
constabulary’s capital command, 
which is responsible for security 
in the Manila area. 

It was unclear whether the 
assailants were communist rebels 
■or whether the attack was relate 
to the recent failed coup attempt 
or to ambushes in tins capital 
Monday, police said. 

On Monday, suspected com¬ 
munist guerrillas killed police 
Captain Artemio Trinidad in a 
dayfa’gbr attack in a southern sub¬ 
urb. He was on his way to a 
conference on new measures to 
increase security following the 


Dec. 1-9 coup attempt and to 
prevent Communist guerrillas 
from exploiting the turmoil, 
police said. 

Also Monday, gunmen killed 
retired Lt. Col. Antonia Camus 
in an attack in the Pasig suburb. 
Camus bad left active dnty and 
operated a private security firm r 
police said. There was no indica¬ 
tion of the motive for the kfllmg. 

Elsewhere, the military said 
four communist rebels were kil¬ 
led and an undetermined number 
of others wounded during a clash 
Monday in Aurora province 
northeast of Manila. 

There were no government 
ca s ual t i e s, military reports said. 

In Bataan province, west of the 
capital, four suspected commun¬ 
ists were arrested Monday daring 
a raid in the town of Moring. 
Police said the suspects were be¬ 
lieved to have been part of the 
rebel’s logistical support net¬ 
work. 

More than 20 soldiers, police¬ 
men and civilians have been kil¬ 
led in suspected Communist 
attacks since the coup attempt, 
file sixth and bloodiest bid to 
topple President Corazon 
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Economic Planning Secretary 
Jesus Estanislao told report e rs 

mates indicatecT^^faihS coup 
cost the country about 30 billion 
pesos ($13.6 bilflon). 

Es tanis l a o did not say how he 
arrived at the figure, buz presum¬ 
ably it indnded damage caused in 
the fighting, lost work and reduc¬ 
tions in investment. 

He said that because of the 
coup atte m pt , the government 
expected the economy to grow by 
five per cent this year rather thaq 
6 per cent, as originally esti¬ 
mated. 







































































































